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AS SOON AS the missionary finished 
speaking, a student in the balcony jumped to his 
feet, his eyes blazing with indignation, and shouted, 
“Do you mean to tell me, sir, that God will con- 
demn to everlasting hell a sincere Moslem who, 
through absolutely no fault of his own, has never 
heard the gospel? Because if so, I don’t want your 
God!” And he sat down amid clapping of hands 
and a strong murmur of approval. 

No one would argue that popular opinion is on 
the side of the angry student. Various religious 
teachers, many of whom would like to be considered 
evangelical, leave the impression that a man does 
not become fully responsible to God until he has 
heard and understood the Christian gospel. The log- 
ical consequence of this is the attitude, “Leave the 
heathen alone. They’re better off as they are. Why 
increase their responsibility and the possibility of 
their condemnation?” 

So the sense of urgency evaporates. Young men 
and women settle down to humdrum, easy-going, re- 
munerative routine at home. The search for com- 
fort and security precludes their going very far in 
search of “the lost.” “Why go to the heathen? 
There are enough heathen here. I’m needed here.” 

The modern world is intolerant of intolerance. 
Men reason like this: “You can believe you’re right 
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if you like, but you mustn’t say that all others are 
wrong. A comparative study of religions leaves no 
room for bigotry or the claim that any one religion 
is unique. Man is a religious animal. His creative 
urges constantly give him fresh insights into the 
nature of God. Christianity is one insight and it 
suits the Western mind very well. Hinduism and 
Buddhism are other insights and they suit the East- 
ern world better.” 

“As long as a man lives up to the light he has, 
he'll be all right. One man’s meat is another man’s 
poison. After all, it’s mainly a matter of upbring- 
ing. You believe what you’re brought up to believe. 
And who are you to go around interfering with 
other people’s beliefs?” 

“Truth has myriad fragments. Try to fit in the 
bits you have with the bits other men have. Syn- 
thesis is not only desirable but attainable with pa- 
tience. We'll come to it sooner or later, if not in 
our day. The world religion is coming up over the 
horizon.” 

“You don’t mean to say you believe that millions 
of people are lost just because they’re not Chris- 
tians? What an appalling suggestion. Why, many 
of them haven’t even heard of Christianity. How 
dare you suggest that Christianity is the only way 
to God?” 












How many of these observations and questions 
have you heard or perhaps thought of yourself? 
How should Christians answer them? Without treat- 
ing each comment and question piecemeal, we 
should seek to answer several fundamental ques- 
tions. Who are the heathen? What do the heathen 
know about God without hearing the Christian mes- 
sage? What does the Bible teach about the heathen? 
What is the Christian’s duty toward the heathen? 


WHO ARE THE HEATHEN? 


For many years Christians have been singing, 
“From Greenland’s icy mountains, From India’s 
coral strand . . . They call us to deliver their land 
from error’s chains.” And we sing, “The heathen, 
in his blindness, bows down to wood and stone.” 
So if we give any thought at all to who the heathen 
are, we probably think of them as those who wor- 
ship idols. And we tend to think of them as a long 
way from us geographically. 

In this article, however, the word heathen refers 
to the multitudes who have no knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. (This, of course, includes the 
heathen in the Western world who have knowledge 
of Christian things but no time for them.) My defi- 
nition, therefore, is broader than the Oxford Dic- 
tionary’s, “Neither Christian, Jewish nor Moham- 
medan.” 


WHAT THE HEATHEN KNOW ABOUT GOD 


Many missionaries point out that the heathen 
know more than we think. They know that there is 
a God. “There are no atheists among heathen tribes. 
There has never been discovered upon the face of 
the earth a tribe of people, however small or de- 
praved, which has not believed in some kind of god 
or had some system of worship,” writes C. C. Weiss. 

Where has this knowledge come from? God has 
written on men’s hearts (including the conscience) 
a consciousness of Himself and His law. The heathen 
are not clear about God’s personality and nature, 
but they are confident that “there is Something 
somewhere.” The polytheist’s one-god-per-phenom- 
enon (rain, rivers, trees, etc.) is the logical outcome 
of conviction that there is a god in everything. The 






HIS is published monthly, October through June, by Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. Editorial and publication offices are located at 1519 North 
Astor, Chicago 10, Illinois, and 30 St. Mary Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Printed in U.S.A. Copyright 1961 by Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 


animist’s worship of sun, stars and sticks shows ig. 
norance of God’s nature but awareness of His exist. 
ence in many forms. 

The heathen found in so-called primitive tribes 
know that they have sinned. When a Christian 
comes to them and talks about sin he often finds 
ready acknowledgment that this is true. The heathen 
seem to know that their sin must be punished. They 
seem afraid of punishment, and afraid of death (as 
are most men everywhere). They know that sin 
must be atoned. for, and they seek ways of appeas. 
ing their angry deities or deity. 

But they don’t know of Christ, His atonement for 
sin, His victory over death. 


BIBLICAL TEACHING 


The Scriptures give no encouragement to those 
who teach that heathen worship is a stage in the 
upward surging of humanity. The Bible depicts no 
embryonic condition of man with hope for develop. 
ment. Rather, “men by their wickedness suppress 
the truth. For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 
Ever since the cteation of the world his invisible 
nature, namely, his eternal power and deity, has 
been clearly perceived in the things that have been 
made. So they are without excuse; for although 
they knew God, they did not honor him as God or 
give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking and their senseless minds were darkened. 
Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and ex- 
changed the glory of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man or birds or animals or rep- 
tiles. Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of 
their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their 
bodies among themselves, because they exchanged 
the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and 
served the creature rather than the Creator .... 
For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable 
passions” (Romans 1:18-26). 

According to the Scripture (the final authority for 
the Christian faith), the heathen do not know God 
personally,’ but use vain repetitions that are never 
heard.? The Scriptures teach that the heathen (all 
non-Christians) are “dead in trespasses [going 
across boundaries God has placed] and sins [falling 
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short of standards and targets God has set],’”* and 
are “by nature children of wrath” [worthy of God’s 
righteous displeasure]. They “are perishing,””® 
“blinded,” and under the dominion of darkness.’ 

They are “sick,” “without strength,” powerless to 
save themselves. They cannot possibly live up to the 
light they have.* They are “ungodly,” crowding out 
all thought of any Living God,° suspicious, “sin- 
ners, '° “enemies.”! They “live in the futility of 
their minds; they are darkened in their understand- 
ing, alienated from the life of God because of the 
ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of 
heart.!2 They give themselves to urges that call 
upon the basest part of their nature and give rein 
to their lust, in thought if not in word and deed. 
Wherever there is idolatry, there will be immorality. 

You may say, “You’re exaggerating. They’re not 
all like this.” But the Scripture says, “There is no 
distinction; since all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God . . . . None is righteous, no not 
one; no one understands, no one seeks for God. All 
have turned aside, together they have gone wrong; 
no one does good, not even one .... In their paths 
are ruin and misery. They are in “darkness and 
the shadow of death.” And “the way of peace they 
do not know.””!8 

Viewed in this light surely the problem isn’t so 
much why the heathen should be lost as how a Holy 
God could justify anyone. What is strange is not 
that some should be lost but that any should be 
saved. 

Many people divide the heathen into two groups: 
those who deliberately reject Christ when His offers 
and claims are intelligently presented (who there- 
fore deserve no further chance beyond this life) ; 
and those who cannot be blamed for not accepting 
what they haven’t heard (who therefore are bound 
to get a second chance after death). But let us ask 
some pertinent questions. 

(1) Does Scripture contain any hint that there 
will be a further chance for repentance and faith 
for anyone after death? 

Christ’s story of Lazarus and the rich man" in- 
dicates the opposite. Now, I Peter 3:18-20 and 4:6 
are often brought up by advocates of a second 
chance, but regardless of whether the preaching was 
through Christ’s spirit speaking in Noah, or later, 
between His death and resurrection, the context 
gives no clue of a “second chance” or of anybody’s 
turning then. And too, the second chance idea con- 
tradicts the clear Biblical statement: “It is ap- 
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pointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment.”!® If the Lord and His disciples believed 
in a second chance after death, why didn’t they say 
something about it instead of giving such solemn 
teaching as this: “If your hand causes you to sin, 
cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed 
than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquench- 
able fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut 
it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than 
with two feet to be thrown into hell. And if your 
eye causes you to sin, pluck it out; it is better for 
you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than 
with two eyes to be thrown into hell, where their 
worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched” 
(Mark 9:43-48). See also Acts 13:40, 41 and 
17:30, 31. 

(2) If a man “lived up to his light,” how would 
he stand with God? The crucial passage here seems 
to be Romans 2:12-16; also 2:25 and 10:5. Does 
this mean that those who can live up to the law will 
be accounted righteous under the law? Scripture 
says little about this, almost certainly because of the 
answer to the next question. 

(3) Does anyone actually “live up to his light,” 
not just in moral excellence but in relation to God? 
In Romans 3 and Galatians 3 the Apostle Paul gives 
us the Christian answer. Of all those born on earth, 
only Christ has never sinned. No one else has an 
absolutely clear conscience before God. Our secret 
life cannot stand up to His all-seeing eyes. “We 
have all become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all 
fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, 
take us away.””!® 

(4) If all men need forgiveness, what is the 
ground of forgiveness? How may we find it? For- 
giveness isn’t given to people for doing their best 
to keep the law they have. Forgiveness is to be 
found only through Christ’s merits. He died that we 
might be forgiven. The condemnation due to us fell 
upon Him. There is no other way. “And there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved.”!? He is the only Mediator with God. 
“There is one God and there is one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave him- 
self as a ransom for all.”® He is the only way to 
God.'® We find forgiveness when we turn from our 
sins and our self-centered way of living and trust 
Him as our Savior and Lord.”° 

(Continued on page 30, column 1) 





Several months ago the question of 
boy-girl relationships and where to place the 
moral emphasis had become quite a problem to 
me. I had begun to develop the attitude “Every. 
body’s doing it” and “Love makes its own laws 
and justifies everything.” I confided in my room- 
mate about my feelings, and she asked my per- 
mission to write to an NCF staff member whom 
she knew rather well. 

I agreed, and soon received the following let- 
_ter by which my queries were answered. I was 
startled by the staff member’s promptness and 
frankness, and the way she appealed to my logic 
as well. 

Later I had the pleasure of meeting this staff 
member, Mary Irwin Gordon, through Nurses 
Christian Fellowship, and Christ became a vital 
part of my life. Needless to say, my standards 
have changed a bit... 


DEAR DEBBIE, 

It is a mite strange to write just to a name, and 
not have a face in mind too. But since you've 
shared something of yourself with me through Beth 
(and I really appreciate that), I feel close to you 
and I’m glad to share with you some answers about 


these meaningful, basic things. It would be better 
to talk, wouldn’t it? Maybe if you can get where 
you can read this out loud, the words will seem 
more directly from the heart, and clear. 

I want you to know that it’s a joy to me to write 
this letter, and I regret that I can’t watch your face 
and understand your thinking better. It does mat- 





ter what you think, and why you feel that way. 

] think Beth has suggested turning to me for 
“advice” because she knows that I’m in touch with 
Someone who really knows, Someone who has an 
inside line on what we’re like and why we are that 
way, who knows how great and exciting life can be 
on an increasing basis (not up and down, on and 
off), Someone who isn’t rigid or narrow but some- 
how is always right. Isn’t it good to have a Person 
to whom to turn, who can be counted on never to 
change or fluctuate, never to be too busy, and who 
comes right out with what His real purpose is in 
the answers He gives, as for instance: “These things 
| have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be full” (John 15:11). 
And, “I have come that you might have life more 
(fully or richly or) abundantly.” Jesus Christ is 
the One who said to His friends, “If it were not so, 
| would have told you.” He is Someone you can 
really trust. 

Now Beth told me that she hadn’t really been in 
your shoes, and therefore couldn’t thoroughly un- 
derstand. In some ways I have been, and I do know 
something of how you feel. But this Friend of mine 
knows your situation exactly and was tempted in all 
the ways that we are, though not in this situation. 

Do you really want to know, Debbie, what this 
wise, joy-seeking, trusted One says about your giv- 
ing yourself to this fellow, or to some other one? 
Do you know Him enough that His answer will 
matter to you? Probably this is the heart of the 
question. 

Please answer it for yourself before you go on. 
How important is it to you to find out what He 
thinks? How much of your life is controlled by 


wanting to get the point of view of the Lord Jesus? 
Since He tells you the Truth, have you noticed how 
love and joy will come to you (John 15:10, 11)? 
It’s by doing what He says, isn’t it? In this chap- 
ter He is pointing out to His closest friends how 
they can do what He says: He tells them that the 
strength of a branch to bear blossoms and fruit 
comes not from the branch itself but because it’s 
part of a Vine which produces blossoms and fruit. 
Do you have the Life of Jesus pouring strength into 
your daily living, Debbie? I don’t mean anything 
strange by this—only that Jesus’ friend John tells 
us (1:12) that when we look at our hearts and lives 
and can’t stand what we see and want to be godly, 
we may ask Jesus to come “into” our lives, clean 
them up by His own work for us, and then pour 
out His kind of life through us. Isn’t this the 
greatest? And it isn’t just words. Probably I am 
very much like you, and He has done it for me. 
And He goes right on doing it, even helping me 
tonight to write to you. 

I can almost hear you saying to yourself, “Well, 
I’ve known that.” If you do belong to Him, Deb- 
bie, how can He tell that what He says and thinks 
and does is important to you? Are you counting 
on His love and getting to know Him? He is every 
bit worth it. 

And do you remember that whether or not you 
want to do what He says, you matter to Him just 
the same. See what His friend Peter wrote (I Peter 
5:7) and what Jesus Himself says (John 10) about 
how He feels toward those who are His. 

No matter what we’re like, He loves us just the 
same—with a love that produces a change. 

And now, Debbie, to the original question: how 










































does a girl decide what her behavior (and thoughts) 
will be when dating? Whom should she date? 
Should she neck and pet? How far should she go? 

For the girl who hasn’t yet chosen a true rela- 
tionship with the Lord Jesus Christ, there seems to 
be just one basis for decision: what is in it for me? 
Will I get out of it what it might cost? in the long 
run, how will I be better off? (Yet even though 
a girl doesn’t care about God’s standard, and makes 
her decisions on her own, still she is responsible to 
Him—for He is God. And anything not according 
to Him is wrong, and is defiance and rebellion, 
perhaps unconscious, against Him, whether she is 
aware of it at the time or not. I want this to be 
clear.) 

For those of us who have found God in Jesus 
Christ, who can see that running our own lives 
apart from Him must be wrong, and have given the 
control of all things to Him, the standard in any- 
thing is: “Owner of my life and One who loves 
me, what do You want?” 

On the question of our physical bodies and the 
meaning of sex, Jesus has said a few things which 
make certain ideas clear. He said, “He which made 
them at the beginning made them male and female, 
and said, ‘For this reason a man must leave his 
father and mother and be united to his wife and 
the two of them must be one’” (Matthew 19:4, 5). 
Notice that from the very beginning Jesus says that 
this is what God had in mind. (See Genesis 2). 

First, He says it was God’s idea to make two 
sexes and that it is in His plan for a man and 
woman to be united, and become one. God knows 
this is good. 

Then He says that God planned this to be done 


in a framework which would increase the joys of 


‘this union and care for all of its responsibilities— 


that is, He desires the framework of a marriage and 
home where a man and woman are to be one in all 
things, not just united for a brief physical experi- 
ence. Sharing together in this framework will give 
meaning, significance and increased joy to the phys- 
ical experience of being one. And in marriage and 
a home, the product of this sharing of themselves 
can be cared for in a responsible way and will give 
greater and greater meaning and goodness to the 
experience of being one. 

Doesn’t this make sense, Debbie? Doesn’t it show 
how God has given every good thing to be enjoyed 
within His plan, but not rightly enjoyed apart from 
what His love and wisdom have planned? 








Surely the physical feelings are strong, but God 
will show us ways of enjoying friendships which 
don’t put them to strain until the time and place 
that are good and have value and meaning. 

I know that many people don’t have this attitude 
toward physical affection, but don’t take your stand. 
ard from them. The Apostle Paul strongly reminded 
his Christian friends, “Do not be conformed to this 
world” (that is, the thinking patterns and values of 
the current generation, whatever generation it is), 
-but be transformed” by letting the Spirit of Christ 
in you give you new ideas, His truth (Romans 
12:2). 

As I said earlier, the life of that Vine to which 
you’re joined—if Jesus Christ has come to live out 
His life in you—will bring forth wonderful fruit if 
you'll let it. You'll have new joys in friendships 
and new ideas of what to look for in friends and 
dating. 

If you’ve given the control of your life to Jesus 
Christ—or if you now want to do that—you will 
grow in your trust that what He says is right, and 
you'll find help to do what He says. As Paul said 
to his friends in Rome, the will or choices or stand- 
ards of God for us are good, acceptable, perfect. 

May I sum this up, Debbie (wishing I could hear 
what you're thinking), by saying that the most im- 
portant thing about your present question is this: 
do you really want to know and do what our Lord 
Jesus Christ says? 

Please feel free to write me your thoughts, ques- 
tions, answers. Also if you should want to take this 
to someone else and talk it over, do so, but please 
look for someone who has sought the counsel of 
Christ on this and found Him right. No other an- 
swer will ever be satisfactory, for He made us this 
way in the first place. 

The enclosed booklet Taboo may make what I've 
said more clear, and may touch on a thing or two 
which would be personal to you. 

Perhaps I should also say that we can’t count on 
following our feelings, especially when we allow 
situations to develop in which feelings are almost 
sure to be stimulated. God flatly says that the man 
(or woman) who “trusts in” or just does what his 
own heart says to do is a fool (Proverbs 28:26). 
Seek His mind, His wisdom. And seek His help to 
control your choices and create healthy, positive, 
profitable situations where feelings don’t need to be 
overstrained. He has many wonderful things in 
store for you. END 
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WE ALL KNowW that what matters most 
before God is the state of our heart. “The Lord 


seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the out- 
ward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart” 


(I Samuel 16:7). Heart of course means our inner 
life, which has our thoughts as its chief activity. 
How can a man claim to have a clean heart unless 
his thoughts are pure? 

We ought to notice what the Bible says about the 
‘ importance of our thought life. When Jesus was 
surrounded by critical scribes and Pharisees, even 
before they opened their mouths He perceived their 
thoughts, and this was sufficient to condemn them. 
In Matthew 5 Jesus shows how at least two of the 
commandments can be broken in thought (murder 
and adultery). We can go further and say that 
every sin, including those which our respectability 
prevents us from committing, can be indulged in 
our thoughts. The Word of God tells us that this de- 
termines our character as much as anything we do. 

One of the results of sin in human life is a poison- 
ing of the mind. Romans 1 speaks of a reprobate 
mind, and elsewhere we read of a mind of the flesh. 
One of the most appalling predicaments in which 
human beings can find themselves is when “God 
gives them over to a reprobate mind.” The last half 
of Romans 1 gives a frank description of the kind 
of moral situation which can result. It is in man’s 
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mind that the first round of every fight against 
temptation is fought. As John Douglas Adam ex- 
pressed it: “When we are overpowered in this inner 
struggle we are beaten everywhere; when we are 
victorious in the realm of imagination we conquer 
among the concrete things of the daily round.” 

How then do we achieve victory in this inner 
struggle? To begin with, we should carefully select 
the material on which our mind is fed. If we are 
to mortify the flesh it will involve starving it out, 
cutting it off from the food which nourishes it. But 
we shall meet with little success if our only efforts 
are devoted to keeping out the enemy — as Christ 
warned in the story about the evil spirit which was 
cast out of the man. When he found the house 
empty from which he had been cast out, he returned 
with seven other spirits more wicked than himself, 
with the result that the last state of that man was 
worse than the first (Matthew 12:43-45). 

We need to fill our minds with what is helpful 
and uplifting, things which are true, honest, just, 
pure, lovely and of good report (Philippians 4:8). 
We must recognize that Christian consecration is not 
only to be expressed in what we do and say, but in 
taking “every thought captive to obey Christ” (II 
Corinthians 10:5). END 


Reprinted from Tue CuristiAN GRADUATE by permission. 


7 























































































































ESD 
THE 


CHRISTIAN 


- 





san iim 


Dilemma 





James Wesley Ingles 





WHY ARE so few significant novels 
produced within the evangelical tradition? Why is 
it increasingly difficult for the serious novelist to 
give expression to his view of life within the frame- 
work of this tradition? The answer isn’t simple. 

Of course there are those who decry fiction as a 
whole, who either oppose it or neglect it, consider. 
ing it unworthy of the concern of thoughtful men, 
particularly of Christians. Such indifference or hos- 
tility may be justified when one considers the flood 
of works that have no purpose beyond entertain. 
ment (and this sometimes of the lowest order), and 
the increasing number of morally defiling novels. 

However, fiction may be and often is a significant 
vehicle of thought, a means of carrying truth alive 
into the heart by way of the imagination. No one 
seriously interested in knowing the best that has 
been thought and written can afford to neglect this 
powerful force in the shaping of life. For serious 
fiction has had an extensive influence upon multi- 
tudes of readers, affecting, often subtly, their views 
of life, their moral ideas and attitudes, and thus 
their conduct. 

And this shaping power of fiction isn’t confined 
to novels which aim directly at social reform, or 
which are openly concerned with customs and man- 
ners. A pervasive spirit emanates from the general 
portrait of life revealed in an author’s selection of 
his material, by what he includes or omits, by the 
slanting of his material toward a point of view. 

Fiction and drama are closely related, and plays 
and movies are often drawn from works of fiction; 
together they wield an influence beyond calculation. 
Realizing this, Roman Catholics have made effec- 
tive use of both media of communication, and they 
can list some of the great novelists, as well as many 
of the more popular. And the other liturgical 
branches of the Church—Anglican, Lutheran, East- 
ern Orthodox—have each produced their share of 
significant writers. 
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LIFE IN AN ARTLESS SETTING 


Evangelical churches have not fared well in the 
area of the novel. It would seem that our form of 
the Christian faith has either been the object of 
cynical, satirical attack in fiction — or it has been 
handled sympathetically by pious but artistically 
limited writers. The latter give either a shoddy 
two-dimensional picture of life, or a prim and 
proper portrait so emasculated, so colorless or so 
obviously faked that the books say nothing of any 
significance about life, and can be read only by the 
already convinced (who believe that they are keep- 
ing themselves “pure” and “unspotted from the 
world” by reading an adulterated rather than an 
adulterous version of life). 

What are the reasons for this sad state of affairs? 
Why have no recent novelists of stature arisen 
within the evangelical tradition to handle life within 
a religious context with the same sort of power and 
beauty we sometimes find within the liturgical tra- 
ditions ? 

The reasons are many. 


THE USE OF SYMBOLS 


There is first in the evangelical form of Chris- 
tianity a tendency to eliminate wholly or at least to 
minimize the use of symbols, and thereby to reduce 
religious experience to an ethereal, completely spir- 
itual relationship with the divine that does not ade- 
quately, if at all, clothe itself in the visible and 
the tangible. 

This decrying of the symbol is the product of a 
certain extreme reaction in the Protestant Reforma- 
tion. The dependence on the tangible in the medie- 
val Church had become so gross that it had often 
approached the idolatrous. In trying to sweep away 
this error, some of the more radical reformers actu- 
ally fell into the opposite error, basically a denial 
of the meaning of the Incarnation, the Word made 
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flesh, which is at the heart of the Christian faith. 

And this sweeping denial of the function of sym- 
bols, of the importance of symbols, cuts at the root 
of any genuinely artistic representation of the Faith 
in life, for art deals in symbols. The symbolic is its 
language, its means of communication. 

We cannot properly study the Bible, the supreme 
revelation, and at the same time the supreme 
achievement of literary art in the world’s literature, 
and not observe the Biblical writers’ dependence 
upon symbols, upon the tangible and concrete, in 
their communication of spiritual truth. Even at 
Pentecost, surely the most spiritual of experiences, 
there is the wind and there is the fire. Jesus does 
not merely speak a word to a blind beggar. He 
makes clay with spittle and lays it upon his eyes. 
And at the last hour of greatest intimacy with his 
disciples, He took bread and poured out wine. The 
mightiest books of the Bible in literary power are 
the most symbolic: Genesis, Job, the Psalms, Isaiah, 
the Apocalypse. 

It may well be that the evangelical branch of the 
Church must recover a sense of the meaning and 
function of symbols (as it seems to be doing) if it 
is to produce writers who can communicate the ex- 
perience of the Faith with power and beauty. The 
church building that cannot be distinguished from 
a lecture hall in appearance is not functioning as 
a spiritual instrument, though spiritual activity may 
be going on within it—unaided by the setting. It 
may adequately shelter the congregation from the 
elements, but it does nothing in itself to lift the 
spirit Godward. And the ministry of the Word in 
such a building receives no assistance from the 
stones that should cry out in praise to God. 

We cannot deny that there may be, that there 
have been, great outpourings of spiritual power 
without the assistance of instruments, but we must 
admit the difficulty of its representation for the ar- 
tist. Too often the creative writer within the evan- 
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gelical tradition is left with the most meager, and 
sometimes even pitifully shoddy instruments with 
which to shadow forth the most holy Faith in 
graphic, pictorial terms. 

But this is only one of his problems, 


THE WIDE PROVINCE OF ART 


There is further the pressure upon the Christian 
writer to select subjects which are in “good taste” 
in the Victorian sense. He is required to shun any 
realistic probing into the basic, most vital problems 
confronting the individual and society. And yet all 
life, high and low, sordid and noble, vile and pure, 
is the province of art. 

Surely if the Bible is to be our standard, we must 
admit that nothing lay outside the province of the 
inspired writers. We find passages in the Bible con- 
cerned with the grossest, sometimes the most shock- 
ing forms of evil: the stories of Sodom, of the Ben- 
jaminite war, of Amnon and Tamar. And there are 
the less startling but no less realistic stories of Jo- 
seph and Potiphar’s wife, of David and Bathsheba, 
of Hosea and his faithless wife. 

It certainly isn’t necessary for the Christian writer 
to dwell on the portrayal of evil in human experi- 
ence. Indeed he cannot be a Christian writer if he 
prefers to wallow in human perversity and sin, to 
titillate the perverted taste and defiled imagination 
of the carnally minded reader. 

But, on the other hand, he cannot be a true art- 
ist, a significant writer, if his vision doesn’t include 
the whole of human life, the depths of depravity as 
well as the heights of aspiration. If Christian read- 
ers, and Christian editors and publishers, insist on 
imposing un-Biblical restrictions on contemporary 
authors, they will continue to produce men of little 
power and less vision, incapable of stabbing awake 
the conscience of the unregenerate. 

Ibsen, whose dramas often shocked the prudish 
of his day, was once compared to the naturalist, 

Zola. This aroused him to anger. “Zola,” he said, 


“descends into the cesspool to take a bath; I, to 
cleanse it.” Ibsen was here suggesting a profound 
difference in the handling of evil in fiction and 
drama. Portrayal of evil per se does not make an 
evil book. If that were true it would be necessary 
to cut out great portions, not only of the Bible, but 
of the works of Shakespeare and other great writers 
as well. 

Unless the demand grows for Christian writers 
who will. be free to write about the whole of life 
with compassionate honesty, the Christian faith can- 
not find any great expression in fiction. 

“Let marriage be held in honor among all,” wrote 
the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, “and let 
the marriage bed be undefiled.” But the Christian 
novelist seems almost as embarrassed in dealing with 
sex as the non-Christian novelist is in dealing with 
prayer. Surely there is an area between prudery 
and pruriency where the Christian view of sex may 
be handled honestly, forthrightly and even beauti- 
fully, as in The Song of Songs. 

So long as certain areas of life are handled only 
by non-Christian writers, we will continue to ad- 
vance a non-Christian view of life in its deepest re. 
cesses. We cannot combat the pagan view of sex 
in our time by ignoring its significance in human 
experience, or worse, by preserving in a realistic 
age the Victorian prudery and hypocrisy that made 
an ugliness of what God intended to be beautiful. 

The sex relationship can be sacramental, an “out- 
ward and visible sign of an inward and invisible 
grace.” But without the divine grace and spiritual 
aspiration infusing and inspiring the mutual love 
of two people, it tends to become merely the physical 
drive for personal gratification, as we often see in 
fiction and in life. The Christian novelist is respon- 
sible to reveal the distinction. 

Of course, sex is only one area of life in which 
we need a realistic approach. Some of our great 
social problems cry out for a Christian treatment 
in fiction. Where is the great labor novel written 
from a Christian perspective? The novel dealing 
honestly with the farm problem in our national life? 
The missionary novel written with depth and power, 
recreating the milieu in which transplanted Chris- 
tian faith operates? Why does the popular denigra- 
tion and disparagement of the missionary, as in 
Michener’s Hawaii, go unchallenged? Where is the 
novel dealing with the momentous ferment in Ja- 
pan? The Christian novel realistically and dramat- 

(Continued on page 36, column 1) 
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I recommend 


by Paul Little 


Interim Field Director of IVCF-USA 


SELDOM is a book both entertaining 
and instructive. But The Gospel Blimp by Joseph 
Bayly, former editor of His, beautifully achieves 
this blend. 

All the pithiness, wry humor, imagination and 
subtle truth that characterized Mr. Bayly’s writing 
during his eight years with His are evident in this 
unusual novelette. 

This book, the author’s first, tells how a blimp 
is ingeniously put to use, along with other modern 
paraphernalia, to evangelize a fair-sized, cosmopoli- 
tan city. The story covers a period from the con- 
ception of International Gospel Blimps, Incorpo- 
rated, to a reunion of the original Board three years 
later. 

Although fictional, the Blimp (with its ups and 
downs) and the people associated with it are so 
true to life and potentially realistic that the reader 
winces. He sees himself in more than one role in 
the drama, and he suffers emphatically when “per- 
secution” breaks out because of the Blimp. 

When I. G. B. I. was first conceived, the Blimp’s 
Board of Directors promised special attention to 
George Griscom’s non-Christian neighbors. Their 
reaction to air-borne evangelism (and the part it 
failed to play in their conversion) proved deflating 
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to the Blimp boosters. And set the same time the 
reader knows that he himself is no less guiltless in 
his witness to others. 


If the Christian could not be sure of the spirit 
in which The Gospel Blimp was written, he might 
perhaps wish that this book had never seen the light 
of day. But it is obvious that the author concedes 
the earnestness and sincerity of most of his char- 
acters, and portrays them with unique insight. 


In the epilogue, carefully choosing his words, Mr. 
Bayly speaks of the tragic depersonalization of much 
of today’s evangelism. Thought-provoking and cour- 
ageous, this interpretive chapter helps the reader 
assess his personal witness to neighbors, friends and 
family. He must share not only the gospel but him- 
self: this the author powerfully restates. 

This is a book you'll read at one sitting. And as 
you read it aloud later to friends and family, be 
prepared to have your reading punctuated by gales 
of laughter. The Gospel Blimp is modern parable 
at its best, an ideal gift for thoughtful Christians 
capable of whimsical reflection on a problem of pri- 
mary importance. END 


[Tue Gospet Bump, Joseph Bayly (Windward Press, Box 
777, Havertown, Penna.), $2.25.) 





ARE You thinking of being a foreign 
missionary? Then, my first question is, Are you 
able to make adjustments easily? 

When you've planned, for example, to get to bed 
early on a certain night to get some much-needed 
sleep before tomorrow’s exams, and that night your 
roommate decides to stay up until three a. M. work- 
ing on a term paper, do you adjust easily to the 
light and noises that interrupt your sleep? Or does 
it work your nerves into such a tizzy that you lose 
all desire to sleep? When you’ve planned a nice 
quiet evening, writing letters or reading or just tak- 
ing care of a dozen different little tasks, and then 
some friends “drop in for a chat” and stay until 
it’s too late even to begin any task—do you adjust 
easily to the situation? Or do you find yourself 
irritated, even though you may mask it by a pleas- 
ant smile and light conversation? What is your re- 
action when things don’t go right? 

If your roommate happens to like the windows 
wide open in the middle of winter and you prefer 
them closed, who wins? When you’ve planned to 
spend a much-needed vacation at a friend’s house— 
a vacation for which you’ve made extensive plans 
and purchases, and then your friend’s mother gets 
seriously ill just before you are to arrive, and the 


vacation is called off—do you adjust to the situa. 
tion? Or does it make you angry inside that she 
had to pick this time to get sick? Just what is your 
boiling point? 

If your answer to these questions shows that your 

boiling point is low and that you don’t adjust easily 
to the unexpected and adverse, it would be wise for 
you seriously to consider the possibilities and neces- 
sity of adjustment on the mission field, and seek to 
acquire the ability of adjusting easily to circum. 
stances before you leave for the field. 
From the day you apply to a mission board until 
the day you retire from service, many rapid ad- 
justments to your circumstances will be necessary. 
Failure to adjust may injure the cause of Christ for 
which you are laboring. Let me give a few exam- 
ples. 

Suppose you’ve finished your pre-field training 
and passed all the requirements. Your deputation 
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is nearly finished and your support almost complete. 
Now at long last you can set out for the foreign 
field to serve your Lord. You apply for your pass- 
port and visa. But for a reason not known to you 
the visa is delayed. You wait a month, two months, 
maybe a year. Your equipment is packed and ready 
to be shipped. You’re living from day to day out 
of a suitcase, so to speak. Your family and friends 
are wondering when you'll be leaving so they can 
set the date for your farewell party. The church 
that has undertaken to support you wonders what 
they should do about their budget and your sup- 
port. You sit home idly, because who wants to hire 
someone who'll be leaving almost any day for a 
foreign country ? 

You begin to live for the mail. When it comes 
you glance through the letters rapidly, looking for 
one with the return address of a foreign embassy—- 
but it doesn’t arrive. Does your family feel the 
brunt of your disappointment? Do they avoid you 
for a few hours after the mail arrives? Are you 
stirred up to the point of nervous irritability and so 
on edge that you’re miserable inside and unpleasant 
outside? 

Do you question whether you should be going to 
the mission field after all? If God is so interested 
in reaching lost souls, can’t He work upon the em- 
bassy officials to grant you a visa without delay? 
Maybe He doesn’t want you to go after all. Per- 
haps this is His way of showing you that you 
should give up the whole idea. 

And then, when you’ve just about reached that 
conclusion, the long-awaited visa arrives. You rush 
off to make travel reservations, and write letters to 
tell your friends that you'll be leaving soon. Then 
one day you're at last on a train, plane or boat, 
bound for foreign soil. Have your problems, your 
opportunities for adjustment ceased? What hap- 
pens when you reach the foreign shore or border 
and are stopped by the officials? They want to ex- 


amine your entrance papers. They look over the 
papers you present and discover that a certain vital 
paper is lacking. You must go to such and such an 
office and have the matter taken care of—and they 
don’t indicate that they sympathize with you either. 
So you tramp wearily from one office to another; 
you sit in reception rooms for hour after hour. You 
miss meals having to wait for people who don’t 
seem to be in any hurry at all. Where is the Lord’s 
guidance in all this? Where is that passage in the 
Bible—it seems to have slipped your mind now— 
where God has promised to smooth out the rough 
places before us? 

How do you adjust? What is your boiling point? 
Low? Or high? 

Maybe a week later, depleted mentally, physically 
and spiritually, you at last have the necessary pa- 
pers, and with your belongings you approach the 
customs officials, You watch while they search 
through your belongings with thoroughness, if not 
with great care, and when they finish you try as 
best you can to get your things back into place so 
that you can at least get your suitcase shut again. 
And to add to everything else, it’s a stifling hot day. 
And where is the person who was to meet you and 
help you through customs when you arrived? 

When you check, you discover that somehow, 
someone forgot to write down your travel reserva- 
tion. The train or plane is full for today. No more 
seats—sorry. No way of leaving this border town 
until tomorrow, or the day after. When you look 
for eating and sleeping accommodations your heart 
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sinks. You find yourself in a foreign land, hearing 
a strange language, with a peculiar people, and you 
can’t even find a good restaurant, or a decent hotel 
in which to sleep. But unless you prefer to spend 
the night out on the street, you engage a room and 
gingerly creep into bed, expecting the worst and 
maybe finding it. How do you adjust to this change 
in plans? As you lie in bed, exhausted, reviewing 
the past days’ events, do you regret that you ever 
embarked on this senseless venture and doubt that 
God ever called you to the mission field? 

When you arrive at your mission headquarters or 
mission station, and the first person to greet you at 
the door doesn’t seem to realize that you’re new, 
and doesn’t make you feel welcome, do you mark 
him off in your books as someone to avoid from 
now on? Of course you can’t know what problems 
he himself might have on his mind that day, but 
that doesn’t really make any difference — or it 
shouldn’t. He should be able to adjust to his cir- 
cumstances. He shouldn’t go around taking out his 
personal feelings on others. 

You had expected to be assigned to your own 
tribe or special work right after language study but 
your director has different ideas. He asks you to 
work in the office for a year or so. Do you resent 
the fact that you have to bow to his authority? 

When at long last you actually reach your tribe 
and get to work, you feel that you’ve reached the 
ultimate. What happens then when things go 
wrong? You have planned for a certain national to 
help you learn the language, and you’ve told him 
what time he should come. He has assured you that 
he'll be there. You make all your arrangements so 
that when that hour arrives you'll be free to work 
uninterrupted. The hour arrives and passes, but 
where is your helper? You go to his house to in- 
quire. “Oh,” his wife says, “he went to the field 
today to plant corn and won’t be back for a week.” 
Does it matter to her or her husband that you’ve 
made all your plans with the express purpose of 
working with that man at this particular time? Did 
he have to choose this time to go off to his field? 
And why couldn’t he at least have shown you the 


courtesy of letting you know he planned to be gone? ~ 
Does his wife detect your surging irritation? 

Suppose you plan a trip to another village and 
have hired a certain man as your guide, and ani. 
mals for the cargo. Your provisions are packed, 
The animals have arrived and are standing outside, 
waiting to be loaded. Your house is shut up and 
you're ready. But where is your guide? After wait- 
ing an hour you go to inquire. His house is closed 
up. No one is home. Where can he be? A neigh- 
ber volunteers the information that he’s still at the 
river and probably won’t be back for several days, 

What is your boiling point? Do you adjust easily 
to this? 

Suppose you have mail delivery once a month, 
or perhaps every three months. And it seems that 
everytime your mail arrives and you're eagerly 
opening a letter from home, a. group of people from 
another village several hours away appear at the 
door. They’ve traveled all this way just to see you, 
They need some dental work done. Could you please 
pull teeth for three or four of them? Will you tell 
them to sit down and wait until you get good and 
ready to pull their teeth, even if it means they must 
stay overnight because of the delay? Or will you 
lay aside your mail to take care of them? 

I haven’t begun to probe all the situations in 
which easy adjustment to circumstances is essential 
for a missionary. But when we get down to the 
heart of the matter, what determines our boiling 
point? What is it that either makes us adjust easily 
to adverse circumstances, or tolerate them with in- 
ward impatience only because we can’t do anything 
about them? 

It is, in my opinion, the weakness or strength of 
self. If I become irritated at everything that acts 
against me; blame God, family, friends and other 
things; end up with a nervous condition that makes 
it necessary for me to take a long rest or perhaps 
leave the field altogether; or find myself in a state 
of complete spiritual defeat — isn’t it because self 
has control of my life and doesn’t want to be in- 
fringed upon by anyone, not even God? If you 
think over the situations I’ve described you'll see 
how a strong self with a low boiling point can enter 
into every situation. 

And when I see a man or woman who adjusts 
easily to circumstances no matter how adverse they 
may be, I know that this person’s boiling point is 
high. Self is weak, because it is being displaced 
by Jesus Christ. END 
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TREN. D of thought 


Education and Acquiescence Our predicament then is this. Most students 
go through our universities without ever having been forced to exercise their 
minds on the issues which are really momentous. Under the guise of academic 
neutrality they are subtly conditioned to unthinking acquiescence in the so- 
cial and political status quo and in the secularism on which they have never 
seriously reflected. Owing to the prevailing fragmentation of studies, they 
are not challenged to decide responsibly on a life-purpose or equipped to 
make such a decision wisely. They are not incited to disentangle and examine 
critically the assumptions and emotional attitudes underlying the particular 
studies they pursue, the profession for which they are preparing, the ethical 
judgments they are accustomed to make, and the political or religious con- 
victions they hold. Fundamentally they are uneducated, --Sir Walter Moberly 
in The Crisis in the University (Macmillan), quoted in VISION. 


Triviality No corruption is more easily spread than that of trivialmind- 
edness, It is more wicked to be heedless of good and evil than to say: Evil, 
be thou my good! The man who defies God thereby acknowledges Him, and for 
him salvation waits; but the man who ignores God, the man who is incapable 

of an emotional response to the universe in its august or divine aspect-- 
that man is indeed beyond the pale, --L. H. Meyers, quoted by E. M. W. Till- 
yard in Studies in Milton (Chatto and Windus). 


Integration vs, Moral Relativism Empirical findings (of sociological 
studies) all attest to social inequalities of diverse sorts and degrees among 


ethnic and racial groups, and a universal finding is that social stratifica- 
tion exists in all complex societies. In no presently known society does 
social equality exist or persist on a large scale--not even societies which 
profess it ideologically, such as the communist countries, for even there 
patterns of social stratification slowly but inexorably develop. In the face 
of these cold facts, it is remarkable that social scientists have refused to 
accept this as being the "natural" order of social life, and that many soci- 
ologists for a variety of reasons have attacked the existence of social 
stratification and racial differences and inequalities.... 

Waldo Beach has, I think, neatly pinpointed the situation in remarking 
that social scientists today implicitly or unconsciously are a priori com 
mitted to an ontological preference for equality over inequality, and that 
this doctrine guides empirical investigators to their a posteriori conclusion, 
--Edward A, Tiryakian in THEOLOGY TODAY. 
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Be a Big Frog It is very important to ask what is happening to the indi. 
vidual, to his dignity, his sense of his own significance, in this period of 
maximum danger and terrific and recognized population growth....We have a 
folk saying that sums up our traditional attitudes on this problem, the ques. 
tion, "Would you like to be a big frog in a little puddle, or a small frog 
in a big puddle?" With curious blindness the third good possibility is omit 
ted, that of being a big frog in a big puddle, Yet if one examines the power 
and privileges and responsibilities of the average educated citizen of a mod 
ern state, one finds that all of us have at our disposal today greater re- 
sources than the greatest kings and conquerors, prophets and philosophers of 
former centuries. Not only do we have the power once provided by thousands 
of slaves to run our cars, cook our food, heat our houses, but we have an 
ability to know and to communicate with others undreamed of.... 

Our future depends...on developing, with the help of prophets and poets 
who have yet to raise their voices, underwritten by the sciences of human be- 
havior, a new conception of the individual in which each seeks fulfilment not 
in breeding replicas of himself and herself, but in the nurturance of human 
children, wherever they are, and the realization of what each individual can 
contribute individually to a world that desperately needs every ounce of crea. 
tivity we can free for productive thought and social action, --Margaret Mead 
in WHAT'S NEW (Magazine of Abbott Laboratories). 


The Churches and Democracy Democracy is a system which is characterized 
by the supremacy of the law. It is a moral enterprise, Although the Judeo- 
Christian tradition is not the sole source of democracy, its foundational 
elements--the freedom, equality and the dignity of man--are spiritual ideals, 
Democracy is constantly striving to implement these ideals through law and 
public policy. Obviously spiritual ideals cannot be brought to full fruition 
by law. Ultimately, then, democracy is the business of the churches. It is 
their responsibility to keep alive the moral concern behind the law, and 
through the channels of personal and social evangelism, to lead the national 
community to a righteousness beyond the law, --George D, Kelsey, "Law, Morals 
and American Protestantism" in THE DREW GATEWAY, 


Adspeak Lying has become a commercial enterprise, and a whole language 

of prevarication has sprung up around it--a language which George Orwell might 
have called Adspeak, the linguafrankenstein of public relations and advertis- 
ing. --C,. Merton Babcock 


Continuous Discontinuity It is ironical that.,.theology of absolute dis- 
continuity between the Christian revelation and all other elements in our cul- 
ture is itself a conspicuous example of the continuity between culture and 
Christian theology. For Barth and Kraemer, with their themes of discontinu- 
ity, are as truly typical children of the Twentieth Century as Schleiermacher 
and Ritsche, with their themes of continuity, were children of the Nineteenth 
Century, --L. Harold De Wolf, NEXUS ll. 

--by the Editor 
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ia shies begindinas of communion with God; There ave thoes who measure 
spirituality by such measuring rods, but in fact they are very often God’s 
compensation for its lack.” (2) Why the warnings to the wicked and 
righteous? Cf. 3:1-21 for differences. (3) The exile had been seen as 
an act of God’s grace. What does the future of Israel depend upon now? 
(4) What applications are there to your life? 

THURSDAY, MAY 4 

EZEKIEL 33:21-33 Jerusalem’s Fall Cf. If Kings 25. (1) Vv. 21. If 
“twelfth” is correct, then 12 months elapsed between Jerusalem’s fall 
and the arrival of the messenger. Some mss. have “eleventh.” Cf. v. 22 
with 3:25-27; 24:25-27. (2) Vv. 23-29. What is the philosophy behind 
the utterance (v. 24) of those left in Israel? Jeremiah 40-43 gives a 
fuller picture of what happened to them, showing the fulfilment of this 
prophecy. Note rsv reading. (3) Vv. 30f. Ezekiel is popular temporarily, 
but what is lacking in his hearers? What is the danger of popularity? 
FRIDAY, MAY 5 

EZEKIEL 34:1-10 (1) Cf. wv. 1-10 with Matthew 9:35-38; Mark 6:34. 
(2) Note: the word shepherd is used metaphorically for the “king” (see 
Jeremiah 2:8). It is used of God as the perfect king in Psalm 23, and 
it stresses the royal duty of enforcing social righteousness (Psalm 78:70, 
71). But the kings have lapsed from the ideal. II Samuel 20:24. David 
instituted forced labor (kJ, “tribute”; 1901 rv, “Adoram was over the 
men subject to task work”). Cf. I Kings 12:4, 18. (3) Use marginal 
references to check how God spoke through others about the shepherd- 
kings. (4) What authority has God given you? What responsibilities? 
How do you exercise your authority? 

SATURDAY, MAY 6 

EZEKIEL 34:11-16 (1) Cf. Jesus’ attitude in John 10:1-15. (2) Meditate 
on these passages, taking time today to praise God for what Jesus Christ 
has done for you as the Shepherd-King. 

SUNDAY, MAY 7 

EZEKIEL 34:17-31 (1) Cf. vv. 17-19 with Matthew 25:31-46. Notice care- 
fully the metaphors used here and in the next sections. (In KJ, substi- 
tute “sheep” for “cattle”: vv. 17, 20, 22). (2) Cf. vv. 20-24 with Jere- 
miah 23:1-6; Acts 2:25-36. Background to Acts is in Psalm 110; 16:8 
(Lord=Jehovah). Cf. v. 24 with Hebrews 8:10-13. (3) Some look for 
literal fulfilment on earth of vv. 25-31, while others see it fulfilled in the 
redemptive action of Christ, which includes all that He now does and 


will do. (4) What has this taught you about God? 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 24 
COLOSSIANS 1:15-23 (1) What does this passage tell you about Christ: 
(a) in relation to God, (b) in relation to the world, (c) in relation to 
believers, (d) in relation to you? (2) Note the purpose for Christ’s 
death (v. 22). Think of these adjectives as descriptive of you. Con- 
sider the fact that His desire for you includes nothing less than this, 
and that the death of Christ was not too great a price to make this 
change in you. (3) Reread the passage: what significance do you see 
in each statement in which (a) the present tense is used, (b) the past 


tense is used? Thank your Lord for who He is and what He has done. 


THURSDAY, MAY 25 

COLOSSIANS 1:24-2:5 (1) The mystery or secret is simply the fact that 
Christ can live in you by faith (v. 27). What is it that you are telling 
others? (2) To whom is this message to be made known (vv. 27, 28) ? 
(3) What words in this section indicate the extent to which Paul gave 
himself to spreading this message? Where did he find the strength for 
this (v. 29)? You are entrusted with the same message. In what way 


are you accepting this trust? Cf. II Corinthians 5:20, 21. 


FRIDAY, MAY 26 

COLOSSIANS 2:6-10 (1) What is essential to the beginning as well as to 
the continuance of the Christian life (v. 6)? Note the succession of 
verbs in vv. 6, 7. What is the practical value of being deeply rooted? 
Cf. Ephesians 4:14. (2) Are you careful to obey the command given in 
v. 8? Think through the difference between genuinely following Christ 
in your life, and following an accepted pattern where you are. (3) 
Thank God that the truth of vv. 9, 10 is eternal and stands in 1961. 


Ask God to cause your life to reflect your trust in Him. 


SATURDAY, MAY 27 

COLOSSIANS 2:11-19 This is what living in union with Christ means: 
by faith you may know His death as the death of your old life and 
know His resurrection as your entrance into new life—His life in you. 
The Israelites were marked by an outward sign (circumcision) as God’s 
people. The mark of the Christian is an inward sign (death to himself 
and life in Christ). Baptism is a figure of this burial and resurrection. 
Cf. Romans 6:4 and 8:3-11. (1) Is your life characterized by holding 
fast to Christ Himself or to a set of rules (vv. 16-19)? (2) How are 


you encouraging others to adhere to a Person rather than to rules? 
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N.T. builds on this: our citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20; 
Ephesians 1:3; 2:6; Colossians 3:1). 

FRIDAY, MAY 12 

EZEKIEL 36:16-38 The New People (1) Why is it necessary for God to 
speak to His people as in vv. 16-23, 31, 32? What is your attitude at 
times after having been saved by grace? (2) Cf. vv. 24-28 with II 
Corinthians 3:3: Hebrews 8:6-13. (3) What is the water (v. 25)? (4) 
“Spirit” (v. 26) is man’s dominant disposition, and “heart” is his will, 
according to Hebrew psychology. What is the state of yours before God? 
SATURDAY, MAY 13 

EZEKIEL 37:1-14 The National Resurrection (1) What would be the 
feeling among the exiles now that Jerusalem has fallen? Why is this 
vision given? This is a different emotion than the one dealt with in 
36:16f. (2) There are two major points of view on this chapter: (a) 


’ 


That the vision has yet to be literally fulfilled, and that the “shaking’ 
(v. 7) took place in 1879 with waves of antisemitism in Germany, spread- 
ing across Russia and the rest of the world, resulting in modern Israel. 
“All it needs is the Spirit of God” (Ellison); (b) That it is fulfilled 
in the Church. “Thus, as the David of the promise is Christ, so the 
covenant people are not the Jews distinctively, but the faithful in Christ, 
and the territory of blessing no longer Canaan, but the region of which 
Christ is king and Lord” (Fairbairn). Cf. Romans 11; I Corinthians 
10:1; I Peter 2:9; Galatians 6:16. 

SUNDAY, MAY 14 

EZEKIEL 37:15-28 Reunion of hostile members of the nation (1) Literal 
fulfilment of this would demand the same of ch. 40, 41. (2) Keep in 
mind the “conditional element” of prophecy (refer to last month’s read- 
ing on ch. 25) and cf. Jeremiah 18:7-11. The Samaritans claimed legit- 
imate descent from Ephraim, but hated the Jews. This may have been 
true of others also, who thus were kept from the promise of God. A 
sufficient number of these may have joined Judah after the exile to make 
the modern Jew representative of “all Israel” (Romans 11:26. Cf. Ro- 
mans 9:6). (3) What are the various elements of this promise? What 
is the most important one? : 

MONDAY, MAY 15 , 
EZEKIEL 38, 39 (1) What would you say is the theme? (2) What con- 
cept emerges prominently from the passage? Trace the aspects of the 
prophecy that defy literalism. Cf. the conflict (for literalism) regarding 
the locality of this final battle in Isaiah 34; Joel 3:12, 14; Zechariah 14; 





Revelation 20. (3) Does God determine history? Cf. Acts 17:26. How 
do you reconcile Revelation 20:7f. and 38:10-16 with 39:1, 2? (4) Now 
that Christ has come with the New Covenant, are we to depend again 
on carnal weapons and outward materialism as Israel did? Literalism 
demands that. The prophet speaks contemporaneously: Ezekiel presents 
Gog and Magog in relation to Israel while John (in the Revelation) 
speaks in relation to Christ. 

TUESDAY, MAY 16 

V. The People of God—Ezekiel 40-48 

EZEKIEL 40-42 The Ideal Temple (1) What is this—a blueprint for 
construction, or symbolism, as Revelation 21:9f. (cf. Ephesians 2:20) ? 
(2) Major views held: (a) Historico-Literal : a description of the orig- 
inal Temple; (b) Historico-Ideal: a plan'of what Israel should do after 
exile; (c) Jewish-Carnal: some Jews taught that the returned exiles did 
follow it imperfectly and that the Messiah will do it (this is also the 
dispensational view); (d) Christian-Spiritual: it is a complicated sym- 
bol of the Church. (3) Cf. the instructions of Exodus 25, 26. (4) Who 
is the man of 40:3? (In 44:4, 5 the word Lord=Jehovah.) Note: a 
Babylonian cubit=20.6 inches. Thus the circumference of the Temple 
would be double that of old Jerusalem’s wall. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 

EZEKIEL 43. The Lord’s Return (1) Cf. 43:1, 2 with 11:22, 23. (2) 
See Isaiah 6; Revelation 1:15; 14:2. Why does God call Ezekiel “Son 
of Man”? (3) Very carefully examine Revelation 21. What is differ- 
ent? (4) Vy. 13f. The Rabbis consistently believed that sacrifices would 
cease in the Messianic Age. “A temple with sacrifices now, would be 
the most daring denial of the all-sufficiency of the sacrifice of Christ, 
and of the efficacy of the blood of His atonement” (Douglas, Structure 
of Prophecy). (5) What is the outstanding characteristic of the Temple? 
THURSDAY, MAY 18 

EZEKIEL 44 (1) What kind of person is acceptable to God for service? 


See Hebrews 5. What is the pervading characteristic of his service? 





Can your service to God be separated from your person? (2) If we 
take this symbolically, who are the Levitical priests (v. 15) ? 

FRIDAY, MAY 19 

EZEKIEL 45, 46 (1) What principles are expressed through the details? 
(2) 47:15f. What is strange about the layout of the land, and its appor- 
tionment? In 45:1-7 note that rsv has “cubits”; av, “reeds,” which is 


better. As in 40:5, they equal about 12 feet and give adequate space 
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The Missionary Nurse Many times as I have been operating 
or delivering a baby I have thanked God that He laid it upon the hearts of 
consecrated Christian missionary nurses to give up the security, comfort, 
good pay and prestige of their profession in the States to become a member 
of the missionary medical team, / But the purely mechanical part of nursing 
is not its most rewarding aspect....The missionary nurse is not just a doctor's 
helper. She is an entity, fulfilling a most important and essential task... 
that of taking the hand of a frightened, apprehensive, suffering human and 
gently--step by step--leading the person back to health and happiness and, 
while doing so, pointing her or him to Christ as the only Savior, the only 
hope. My experience has been that the missionary nurse leads more of our 
patients to Christ than anyone else,/ The missionary nurse is the key part 
of the modern medical team in a foreign country. --Franklin T. Fowler, M.D., 
"The Key Part of the Medical Team" (The Commission), 


You Stay...You Die Bishop Newbigin of the Church of South 
India tells this story: A young Roman Catholic nun was left behind in a small 


town in the Congo last October after all other white people had fled. For 
two days She cried and finally she sent a message to her superior to ask, 
"What do I do?" The answer came back, "You stay, and if necessary you die." 
She stopped crying and went on with her work./ "Is that too harsh?" Bishop 
Newbigin asks, "It would not be counted so in earthly warfare. Our warfare 
is not less serious, and a servant is not greater than his Lord." --Quoted 
by Wilfred Bockelman in "The Missionary Task--1961" (The Lutheran Standard), 


Refugee Work in Miami A missionary couple with twenty 
years of service behind them were compelled to leave Cuba when Castro came 
to power, Now settled in Miami, they have found a rich opportunity in work- 
ing among the thousands of refugees who have fled there from Cuba. They find 
they are reaching a class of people in Miami whom they did not reach in Cuba, 
where it was mostly the poorer class who was attracted to the gospel. A for- 
mer banker who is now washing dishes in a restaurant, a former shoe manufac- 
turer who is now repairing shoes--these and others now have an interest in the 
gospel message which they did not have in Cuba, One observer comments: "Many, 
perhaps most, of these refugees will return to Cuba when the country is peace- 
fully resettled, as it will be some day, Those who are saved will, of course, 
carry the gospel back with them. Others, who are not saved, will remember 
the kindness shown to them, and not forget the gospel to which they listened 
and will be well disposed toward missionaries," --H, K. Downie in letters of 


Interest, 
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Marks of the Church in Korea One of the most distinguish 
ing marks of the Korean Church is the audible, united prayer of a large con 
gregation, Tens, twenties, hundreds, praying out loud, all at the same time, 
For a westerner like myself, experiencing it for the first time, the impres. 
sion is one of mass confusion, After a month of such prayer the impression 
is very different. There is no mind-wandering, no wool gathering--only chil. 
dren speaking to their Father, completely oblivious to those around them.,,/ 
One more impression sinks deeply into your mind. It comes when you visit 
your first service in Korea, a congregation of lepers worshiping God in the 
mountains of Pusan...worshiping in a church they have sacrificed of their om 
small income to build, with a pastor they are seeking to support with what 
funds they have, The impression is multiplied when you attend the "tent 
church" of Seoul in a very bitterly cold December, a church seating some 70- 
80 people when you can get them all in, the walls constructed from used and 
refuse lumber, the ceiling of canvas, "warmed" by a single stove in the cen 
ter of the room./ The impression is one of sacrifice for the sake of the 
gospel. The history of the Korean Church has been written in the blood of 
their martyrs, They have willingly sealed the truth of the gospel with the 
sacrifice of their own lives, --Harvie M. Conn, "What Impresses Me Most about 


the Korean Church" (Orthodox Presbyterian Messenger). 


Advice to Missionary Candidates Today seventy per cent of 
all literature produced in India comes from communist eae And one lit 


erate man sitting on his haunches on the sidewalk can read to a dozen illit- 
erates. / Here is the challenge to this generation of students: Prepare your- 
self for literary work. Prepare yourself to translate. Prepare yourself to 


learn another language. Prepare yourself to become a collaborator with some 
man of a different language, to be his partner in flooding Christian people 
with literature in their language, as well as in reaching the unconverted 
with the word of salvation. Prepare to communicate. / Just after the war one 
large American mission sent out several hundred of what they called "three- 
year contract missionaries," I met several of them both in India and else- 
where, The first year they felt an elation of real mission; the second year 
they expressed bewilderment; the third year they felt frustration and even 
bitterness, Why? They expressed it clearly. Who with a three-year contract 
would have the incentive to learn the language to the point of ability to 
communicate? --Bernhard A, Helland, "The Commission to Communicate to Heart 
and Mind" (The Bible Banner). 


Priorities According to the most recent figures, about 
60 million Americans in 1961 smoked 76 billion cigarettes (average: 7, 561 
per person per year) and paid $6.6 billion for the "pleasure." This is about 
fourteen times as much as the 9 major Protestant and evangelical groups com 
bined gave to total benevolences in the same year, --The Survey Bulletin 


--by Lois S, Thiessen 
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IV CF summer program 


PLACE DATES 
CAMPUS IN 
THE WOODS 
Fairview Island 
Ontario, Canada 


June 16-29 
June 29-July 3 


July 3-15 


July 15-22 


July 22-29 


July 29-Aug. 5 


Aug. 10-Sept. 7 


CAMPUS BY _ June 12-17 
THE SEA 


Catalina Island 


17-July 14 
California pan DA 


Aug. 14-19 


Aug. 19-26 


Aug. 26-Sept. 


BEAR TRAP RANCH June 3-9 


Colorado Rockies 
June 10-July 
July 7-9 


Aug. 5-31 


CEDAR CAMPUS June 20-July 


Prentiss Bay 
Cedarville 


" Aug. 10-Sept. 
Upper Michigan ™s 


Aug. 25-Sept. 
Sept. 2-9 
CEDAR LAKE 
CONFERENCE 
GROUNDS 
Cedar Lake 


Indiana 


June 9-16 


June 23-29 


HUDSON HOUSE ely 7:13 
Nyack 


New York 
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FOR 


ISCF 

presidents 

ISCF sponsors 
and teachers 
Grade 12 or 13 
graduating high 
school students 
NCF (student or 
graduate nurses) 
University 
grads, medical 
students and 
graduates 
University 
grads, theologi- 
cal students and 
graduates 

IVCF, NCF 
IVCF 
executives 


IVCF, NCF 


High school 
seniors, grads, 
college girls 
IVCF, NCF 
faculty, grads 
IVCF, NCF 


“IVCF, NCF 


IVCF, NCF 
Summer school 


students 


IVCF, NCF 


IVCF, FMF, NCF 
undergrads, grads 
IVCF, NCF, FMF 
exec only 

Entering freshmen 


Entering freshmen 


NCF (student or 
graduate nurses) 
High school 
seniors, grads, 
college girls 
High school 
seniors, grads, 
college girls 


PURPOSE 


Leadership 
training 

Seminar on ISCF 
group sponsorship 


College briefing 


Christian living 


Seminar on the 
Christian in 
medicine 


Seminary on theology 
and Biblical exposi- 
tion 


College witness 
Planning for next 
year’s activities 
Training in evangelism 
and leadership 


Pre-nursing 
conference 


Training for student 
work 


Training in Bible study 
and the Christian life 
Work camp open only 
to June registrants 
Leadership training 


Holiday week end 


Leadership training 


Missionary camp 
Leadership training 


College prep conf. 


College prep conf. 


Christian living 


Pre-nursing 
conference 


REG. AND FEE 


$5 plus $42 


$2 plus $20 


$5 plus $42 


$5 plus $2: 


$5 plus § 


$5 plus $4 


$15 plus $100 


$5 plus $17 
$10 plus $105 


$4 plus $18.50 


$5 plus $27 


$10 plus $50 


$10 plus 


$10 plus 


$15 plus 
$15 plus $100 


$5 plus $25 
$5 plus $25 


$5 plus $32.75 


$4 plus $23.50 


WRITE FOR DETAILS 


William D. Fulton 
30 St. Mary Street 
Toronto 5, Ontario 
Canada 


Paul Byer 
1028 N. Hudson 


Pasadena, California 


Tressie V. Myers, R. N. 
1519 North Astor 
Chicago 10, Ill. 

Paul Byer 


1028 N. Hudson 
Pasadena, California 


James F. Nyquist 
1524 Thornwood Drive 
Downers Grove, IIl. 
(After May 24) 
Registrar 

Bear Trap Ranch 

Box 1317 

Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Keith L. Hunt 

Box 156, R. R. 1 
Bellevue, Michigan 
(After June 10) 

Keith L. Hunt 

Cedar Campus 
Cedarville, Michigan 


Tressie V. Myers, R. N. 
1519 North Astor 
Chicago 10, Ill. 





Pre-nursing 
conference 





$4 plus $22.50 


Tressie V. Myers, R. N. 
1519 North Astor 
Chicago 10, Ill. 









































James Johnson 


Fall Planning;|F 


EVERY fall thousands of new students 
arrive on North American college campuses. Among 
them are Christians who need the fellowship of their 
brothers and sisters in Christ, and non-Christians 
whom God wants to make His children. 

Responsibility for bringing these people into a 
living fellowship of believers for growth or campus 
evangelism rests largely with Christian students al- 
ready on campus. 

Most Inter-Varsity students are aware that their 
work for Christ is strengthened by the addition of 
these new people. In spite of this, many of us have 
had the experience of discovering such students only 
after they have already been on campus for one or 
two years. We wonder, and rightly, why we haven't 
met sooner. The most reasonable explanation seems 
to be that 1vcF students haven’t adequately sought 
to establish contact with students whom God would 
like to add to their fellowship. 

“True,” you say, “but how do you find these fel- 
lows and girls out of the hundreds or thousands on 
campus?” In this article I’d like to make some sug- 
gestions for getting in touch with them. Several may 
fit your situation. 


PUBLICITY 

Campus publicity is probably most significant at 
the time of freshman orientation and registration, 
when fellows and girls are trying to discover inter- 
esting campus activities. A booth in the registration 
line or at a central place on campus can be an effec- 
tive way to let students know that your Inter-Var- 
sity group exists. One chapter had a booth with a 
large poster inscribed “The Impossibility of Agnos- 
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ticism” and a few booklets of that title affixed to it. 
At the table students could sign up for a free copy 
to be sent to them later. The names and addresses 
gained were used in personal contact. Also, conver- 
sation at the booth developed naturally as students 
read the poster and asked about the booklet. 

Other groups have found that providing calen- 
dars, manila folders, pencils or football schedules 
printed with the name of the group, the time and 
place of its meetings, and perhaps a schedule of the 
semester's activities, is a good means of contacting 
students. The scope of such publicity will neces- 
sarily be limited by the chapter’s budget. (This, in 
turn, may be limited by the 1vcF members’ convic- 
tions about how important freshmen and other new 
students really are.) 

Posters announcing orientation week programs 
should be neat, esthetically pleasing, and thought- 
provoking. They can be placed on campus and dorm 
bulletin boards. Some schools allow students to write 
notices in the corners of classroom blackboards. In 
all publicity of this sort, brevity and relevance to 
the collegiate situation are basic. 

At the end of the spring semester, information 
about IvcF activities during fall orientation week 
should be submitted to the student activities office 
so that the chapter will be sure of placement on the 
fall schedules and bulletins. 


LITERATURE 

New students are likely to spend quite a bit of 
time reading material that will inform them about 
college life. The school catalogue, religious organi- 
zations’ handbook, yearbook and newspaper all offer 
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good opportunities for the Inter-Varsity chapter to 
make new students aware of its existence on campus, 
its purposes, program and activities. Publicity fold- 
ers with space for specific local information are 
available from the national 1vcF public relations de- 
partment. These can be used to good advantage in 
registration line booths, door-to-door contacting in 
dorms and personal invitation to friends. 


PERSONAL CONTACT 


During the summer the registrar’s office of most 
schools will release to student organizations the 
names and home addresses of all incoming students. 
Depending on the number of new students and the 
membership of the local chapter, 1vcF members can 
write personal letters to freshmen before they reach 
campus to welcome them, inform them of the group 
and suggest a specific personal meeting when they 
arrive. A return postcard gives the new student 
opportunity to indicate his interest and perhaps give 
some information about himself. Then 1v members 
can volunteer to help these students during regis- 
tration and show them the campus. The important 
point to remember in contact by mail is that it will 
be almost totally ineffective unless those who re- 
spond are personally followed-up. In fact, the rea- 
son for almost any type of campus publicity is to set 
the stage for personal contact. Students are more 
likely to respond to invitations when they recognize 
the name of Inter-Varsity as a campus group and 
know someone in it. 

What about other means of personal contact? 

The one most appreciated by incoming students is 
probably the help of Christian students who come 


DECEMBER 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


James JOHNSON became acquainted with Ivcr as 
a graduate student (M.A., American History) at 
the U. of Wisconsin. He has been an vcr staff 
member in Wisconsin and Illinois since October, 


1957. 


to campus during freshman orientation (especially 
those who live in a dormitory) to meet new stu- 
dents, help them with registration, orient them to 
the school and town, and give them an upperclass- 
man’s point of view. Freshmen are very open to 
teaching by word and example from some student 
whom they think has “arrived” in terms of the aca- 
demic experience. This uncritical openness doesn’t 
last long, since newcomers soon develop their own 
sophistication. 

It is important for Christian students to be alive 
to the opportunities that face them when school 
opens, and use them for the sake of Jesus Christ in 
developing friendships with new students. Taking 
time to have coffee with a new acquaintance, ar- 
ranging to eat some meals together, buying season’s 
sport or concert tickets in a bloc, studying together 
or tutoring younger students: all these are ways to 
use your friendships to help others and share Jesus 
Christ with them. 

If your Inter-Varsity group plans meetings for 
freshmen and other new students, posters or similar 
public announcements won’t be sufficient. Personal 
invitations are more meaningful and will bring bet- 
ter results. Door-to-door calling in the dorms and 
organized houses gives opportunity for a brief ex- 
planation of IvcF’s activities and an invitation to 


HIS PLACEMENT 


Secretary, capable, experienced, mature Chr., 
with workable knowl. of French needed by Chr. 
radio staff in U. S. Write, giving background, 
to His Placement, Box M-161. 


BOoKKEEPER’S AssISTANT needed by Bible society 
in Midwest. Write, giving background, to His 
Placement, Box M-261. 


EpITORIAL positions available with evan. S. S. 
publisher. Write, giving background, to His 
Placement, Box M-361. 


attend. It also allows for future contact such as 


stopping by for a freshman on the way to a meeting, 


PROGRAMS 


Orientation week allows campus groups to present 
programs designed specifically to interest new stu. 
dents. Inter-Varsity chapters can sponsor several 
different types of activities. Christian films (such 
as the Moody Institute of Science series), pancake 
suppers, picnics, bus or car tours of campus and 
town, teas, or informal faculty fireside discussions 
can attract new students. 

Some campuses have an introductory meeting 
sponsored by the campus religious council where 
student religious groups tell their purposes and pro. 
grams and sometimes hold a reception for freshmen 
to meet old members. Any of these activities should 
allow for informal personal contacts, and each 
should provide some method of getting the names 
and addresses of new students, such as a guest book 
or information cards. Attendance will result from 
good advertising and personal invitations. Teams of 
students from the Inter-Varsity chapter can visit 
dorms and Greek houses to present information 
about IVCF or an evangelistic challenge in a house. 
or den-meeting. Interested students will most likely 
make themselves known. 

Doubtless you’re asking by now, “Who’s going to 
plan all this?” And this is where many a contact- 
ing program falls down. Unless specific people are 
aware of specific responsibilities, the best ideas and 
most fervent intentions will never be implemented. 
Speaking fairly, responsibility will fall on the shoul- 
ders of most of the executive officers. Ideally, the 
contact chairman or president should initiate plan- 
ning early in the spring, and the chairman for out- 
reach should assume overall coordination of the 
program as it develops. Bible study, publicity, liter- 
ature, social and evangelism chairmen as well as the 
chapter secretary should have specific jobs, depend- 
ing on the extent of outreach anticipated. 

In the midst of diverse activities, common pur- 
pose must be the unifying factor. This appears only 
when adequate planning has preceded action. Early 
planning is necessary so that rooms can be reserved, 
schedules arranged, publicity printed and the chap- 
ter members prepared in prayer for the important 
job of reaching new students. As you pray and plan 
by the Holy Spirit’s guidance, and place your con- 
fidence in His working, you will find adequate cause 
to praise God. END 
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What is a Christian? 


Rosalind Rinker 


PART FOUR: How “perfect” should a Christian be? 


“Yes, I want to give my heart to 


Jesus Christ, but . . .” Shirley hesitated and then 
continued, “I’m a chain smoker, and I like my 
beer.” 

We were in a national park, looking out over the 
jagged white tops of the Rockies. Shirley was em- 
ployed by the state social service department, and 
had come to the Christian conference with her boy 
friend for just one day. 

In effect she was saying, “With these things hang- 
ing onto me, people could never approve of me, and 
I could never be perfect enough to be a Christian. 
I'm willing to give up anything Christ opposes, but 
I just don’t have the will power.” 

How much will I have to give up? This question 
can confuse the whole issue of becoming a Chris- 
tian. A decision must be made, but let’s try to see 
just where Shirley’s choice lay. 

To illustrate I picked up two books. “Shirley, 
this blue book in my left hand represents your com- 
pulsion toward cigarettes and beer. This red book 
in my right hand represents your desire toward 
Jesus Christ. Now listen carefully: your choice isn’t 
between these two. You don’t have to control your 
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compulsion before you receive Christ, regardless of 
what you may think or what you’ve been told. Right 
now, your choice isn’t ‘either-or.” This is your 
choice’’—and I put my left hand and the blue book 
behind me out of sight, and held out the red book 
which represented Jesus Christ. “You are going to 
say ‘Yes’ to Christ or ‘No’ to Christ. Your choice 
is whether or not to give Him your heart.” 

“But what about giving up—” Shirley began. 

“Now wait. The heart motive always comes first. 
Do you really want Jesus Christ to control your 
life? Because if you do, He'll tell you what to do 
and then give you the strength to do it. He'll free 
you from your compulsion after you have received 
Him, not before.” 

Shirley gave her heart to Christ that day more 
than ten years ago, and since then she has continued 
to learn that Christian perfection, as well as separa- 
tion from the world, concerns motivation before 
conduct. 

How separate should you be from earth-things 
and earth-people in order to be an authentic Chris- 
tian? How much does your own fulfilment depend 
upon what you do, what you have to give up, or 
the choices you make? And how are you to deter- 
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mine what Christian people want you to do, and 
what God wants you to do? 

If self is at the controls of your life, you'll soon 
find that outward influences (the approval of the 
Christian group to which you belong, for instance, 
or the desire to impress your non-Christian friends) 
may dictate your behavior more strongly than you 
realize. Becoming a Christian means that you’ve 
willingly asked Jesus Christ to take over the con- 
trols. He will show you the real issues and how to 
meet them. He met them, too, when He lived on 
earth. 

As a growing child of God, you’ll sometimes rec- 
ognize in yourself a see-saw tendency to go from 
one extreme to the other—from pleasing people, to 
pleasing God, to pleasing people. You find that your 
behavior is a variable which operates according to 
both the judgments of those watching you and the 
motives of your heart, until through experience and 
quiet prayer you begin to level out. 

The presence of Christ in your heart means that 
a living Person will guide you and be with you and 
help you evaluate and choose, according to His will 
for you. 

However, you'll soon discover that your heart has 
two faces which seem to demand a certain satisfac- 
tion. Both seem to put up good arguments which 
find reinforcement at every turn. 

One side of your heart seems to say, “This is a 
wonderful new world. You should live this new life 
so that everyone can see you’re a follower of Christ. 
You want to be as ‘perfect’ a Christian as it’s pos- 
sible to be.” (This is right, for in one sense a 
Christian does have the reputation of Jesus Christ 
in his hands). 

Then comes the subtle question from the other 
side of your heart: how ‘perfect’ should you be? 
You can’t be really perfect, because only God is 


YOUNG LIFE INSTITUTE 

This summer Inter-Varsity is cooperating with the 
Young Life Institute (Colorado Springs, Colo.), 
which offers a variety of courses in Bible, theol- 
ogy and related subjects. Credit may be earned 
toward a degree. The Institute schedules Satur- 
day workshops for those interested in work with 
high school, college, and university students. For 
information write to Mr. Charles E. Hummel, 


1519 North Astor, Chicago 10. 


perfect. And you don’t see any perfect Christians, 
do you? Anyway, what you want to do seems right, 
so how can it be wrong for you—even if it might 
be wrong for your brother?” 

In other words, your clever heart is asking, “How 
can you arrange things so that you can do what 
you want, and still be in the right?” Bluntly, 
“What can I get by with?” 

With whom are you trying to get by? With God? 
Other people? Yourself? 

‘In the face of these devious possibilities, I find 
that a prayer for help arises from my heart: “Dear 
Lord, help me to think straight. Help me to think 
Your thoughts. Deliver me from protecting myself, 
Deliver me from the fear of people. Teach me Your 
ways. Teach me the simple, plain truths about 
Christian growth and maturity.” 

Before we examine the potential for God’s kind 
of perfection, and the goals and factors which help 
or hinder, let’s try to define what is meant by the 
term “Christian perfection.” 

Most people will agree that outward separation 
from questionable things isn’t Christian perfection. 
Rather the heart with all its motives or intentions 
must be perfect before God. People will always be 
sitting on the judgment-seat no matter what you do, 
so you have to examine your real motives and live 
for God’s approval because only He knows your 
heart. 

This is fine. But sooner or later those on the 
judgment-seat (and who isn’t?) will begin to tell 
you that your heart is being molded by what you 
do, and therefore it’s necessary to have some con- 
trols. Then when they see your outward conformity, 
they take it as proof that your heart is “perfect” in 
its intentions. The mad race is on, and we’re back 
where we started: those who are the “most sepa- 
rated” (from outward things that are worldly and 
“sinful”) are the most “spiritual.” 

It is true that when we consciously or uncon- 
sciously play an outward role, we are inwardly 
affected. On the other hand, the reverse is also true. 
When Christ lives in us, He affects our outward be- 
havior. Authentic behavior is based on a balance 
of the inward and the outward. 

It sounds unbelievable now, but when I was con- 
verted as a fifteen-year-old, it was a mark of spir- 
ituality to wear long black stockings, long sleeves, 
long hair and absolutely no jewelry or make-up 
(although it’s also true that I was required to sign 
no card promising to abstain from certain worldly 
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things). But times have changed. Things which 
were considered sinful then, such as movies, are 
today found in almost every home on the TV screen. 
And today even beatniks wear black stockings. 

But what about our inner selves? What about the 
love for others which should characterize Chris- 
tians? What rascals we’re making of each other 
when we demand outward conformity and don’t de- 
mand the proof of the inner attitude of love in our 
relationships with others. We’re playing the role of 
people-pleasers. Now it’s true that what we do out- 
wardly deeply affects us inwardly. But this kind of 
perfectionism is decor, a kind of outward white- 
washing, which leaves the inside untouched. Jesus 
severely condemned the Pharisees for their outward 
attention to rules and their “perfection” devoid of 
love. He said, “Be ye perfect, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.” If you carefully reread the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, you'll find that He was contrast- 
ing human relationships based on law (which is 
rigid) with those based on love (which goes the 
second mile). 

Perfectness in love is a wholeness which affects 
our whole personality. This perfect love is a result 
of Christ’s presence in our hearts, for He is love. 
And His love is ours to have and make use of. Per- 
fectness in love is also a wholeness that results from 
spiritual growth, and from having one’s senses exer- 
cised by discerning good from evil. 

Christian maturity is a relative perfectness which 
has flexibility, movement, rhythm. It is an adjust- 
ing to people and to circumstances. This kind of 
spiritual living isn’t reached or regulated by rigid 
rules today, any more than it was in the days of 
our Lord. 

Christian maturity doesn’t sit on the judgment- 
seat which is Christ’s alone. Christian maturity sits 
on the love-seat, and leaves others to the One who 
is both Lover and Judge by right of His death on 
the cross. He knows the human heart, and He never 
judges by appearances. 

Christian maturity (perfection) operates by lov- 
ing God with the whole heart, mind, soul and 
strength. 

Christian maturity enables a person to take pleas- 
ure in all his gifts, without being the slave of any; 
to accept each circumstance that arises, to face all 
the problems it raises, and to listen to what God is 
saying through it. 

Christ’s love in our hearts releases us from the 
rigidity which binds, to the freedom which operates 


HIs, MAY, 1961 


by love. This is the love that motivated Him when 
He broke the Pharisees’ “laws” to meet the needs 
of troubled people. 

The desire for authentic Christian perfection 
doesn’t center on ourselves or in our spiritual pro- 
gress. Rather it turns outward as His did, mani- 
festing itself in nothing that is antagonistic to holy 
love. END 


(Next month: Part Five in the series: “A Christian’s atti- 
tude toward his failures.” ) 


HIS REPRINT—QUESTIONS NON-CHRISTIANS ASK 


The first of a series of His reprints is now avail- 
able. “Questions Non-Christians Ask” introduces 
Series I, Witnessing, and is written by Paul Little 
of the Inter-Varsity staff. Reprinted in the char- 
acteristic style of the academic world (open page, 
folded once), this November 60 His article is 
suitable for private study, discussion in your IVCF 
or church group, or distribution to friends. 

Mr. Little briefs witnessing Christians on an- 
swers to such questions as these: Are the heathen 
lost? Is the Bible full of errors? What about the 
problem of evil? Are miracles unscientific? etc. 

The low cost of this reprint is possible only if 
you help us by following these steps in ordering: 

(1) Address your order to Reprint Editor, His 
Magazine, 4605 Sherwood, Downers Grove, Ill. 

(2) Order in multiples of 25 (25, 50, 75, 100, 
etc.). This means we avoid handling myriad tiny 
orders, a process which would make reprints eco- 
nomically impossible. 

(3) With your order enclose your name and 
address on a slip of paper one inch wide and 
three inches long. We'll glue this to the envelope 
in which we send your reprints, saving secretarial 
costs. 

(4) Be sure to include your check, payable to 
His Magazine, for the exact cost of the reprints. 
This eliminates the expensive process of sending 
you a bill. Please don’t forget to enclose the 
check. We just don’t have time to write you for 
it, so orders without payment will have to be 
ignored. 

Note: We'll pay postage if the address is in 
the U.S. or Canada. Otherwise, calculate postage 
from weight (25 copies of a four-page reprint 
weigh 8 oz.) and include in your check. 

Price: 25—$2; 500—$30; 1,000—$50; 5,000— 
$200. Order only in multiples of 25. 





THE HEATHEN — LOST? 
(Continued from page 3) 

(5) Couldn’t sincerity or faithfulness to another 
religion be a substitute for faith in Christ? What 
about the consistent Moslem? Many Scriptures give 
an unequivocal answer to these questions. “He who 
believes in the Son has eternal life; he who does not 
obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of 
God rests upon him.”*! (Note also other verses re- 
ferred to in the preceding section.) There is no 
hint that even a consistent Jew could be saved after 
the death of Christ merely by being a good, sin- 
cere, religious Jew. Peter (a Jew), speaking to 
Jews, says, “But we believe that we shall be saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they 
[the Gentiles] will.”’** 

(6) Can those ignorant of the gospel be saved 
apart from explicit faith in Christ? The operative 
word here is “explicit.” Paul says that opponents 
of the gospel displease God and oppose all men “by 
hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they 
may be saved.”** Hearing the gospel is essential. 
Paul says of the heathen, “Everyone who calls upon 
the name of the Lord will be saved. But how are 
men to call upon him in whom they have not be- 
lieved? And how are they to believe in him of 
whom they have never heard? And how are they 
to hear without a preacher? And how can men 
Also, the great 


preach unless they are sent?”?4 
commission*® presupposes that there is no safety in 
ignorance”* and in Acts 20:26, 27 Paul takes up 
Ezekiel 3:7-21 which gives us our position today: 
watchmen to bear witness to all. 


Some hold that ignorant heathen are in a position 
analogous to that of the Old Testament patriarchs 
(for example, Abraham — Romans 4, especially v. 
3), so that if they throw themselves in repentance 
upon the mercy of God, they will find forgiveness 
and be saved eternally through the death of Christ 
in spite of their ignorance in this world. There was 
a sense in which Cornelius was “accepted” by God 
before he heard the gospel.*7 But church history 
has few Corneliuses. And Cornelius needed the gos- 
pel before he could receive power to live for Christ 
through the Spirit. God can and sometimes does 
speak to people through dreams** but the gospel is 
needed to bring peace to the troubled conscience 
and power to the feeble will. Romans 10:9-14 seems 
to teach clearly that people must hear the gospel to 
be saved. (Those dying in infancy and those in- 
capable of reasoning are obvious exceptions. ) ”° 


To say that the heathen are not lost is to deny 
many clear statements in Scripture. All mankind 
needs Christianity’s unique message from God. To 
answer negatively the original question (‘Are the 
heathen lost?”) may be nothing more than a com. 
fortable, perhaps unconscious way of evading our 
Lord’s last command and great commission: “Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” 

And in practice this is exactly what happens. If 
a man believes that the heathen are lost, he has 
reason -to obey the Lord’s command to go to them, 
If he doesn’t believe they are lost, he has no ur. 
gency to obey. 

To answer the question with a yes requires the 
Christian to make every possible effort to reach 
every possible soul. Both answer and attitude are 
in harmony with the general as well as explicit 
teaching of Scripture.*° 

Does your sense of justice rebel at the thought 
of the heathen being lost? Well, God is the source 
of your sense of justice. It is derived from His 
justice, and the stream cannot rise higher than its 
source. The Judge of all the earth will do right." 
But He has already passed sentence on rebellious 
man. 

Let us therefore go and tell of the way of deliv. 
erance from the sentence that He has put into eter- 
nal execution. Let us bring God’s message of life 
to those who are dying. END 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
(Continued from outside back cover) 

ST. PETERSBURG JR. COLLEGE: Faced with many 
dificulties on their commuter campus, students have 
prayed and worked this year to establish a witness 
to Christ. They met for prayer whenever they could 
in pairs, and God began to overcome obstacles. 
Meetings were held twice a month during activity 
period. Then a monthly evening meeting was started 
in a student’s home. Students also have attended 
week-end conferences. 

GRINNELL (Iowa): Last summer a lady wrote to 
the Inter-Varsity office in Chicago asking what she 
‘could do to help reach students on this campus. 
She was a nurse in a local hospital and there she 
had an opportunity last fall to tell a number of 
students about the Lord Jesus Christ. This semester 
she is helping with a Bible study for interested 
students. One student commented that never before 
had he heard about Jesus Christ like this. 

U. OF CHICAGO: Permission has been granted for 
a series of meetings with Billy Graham in March, 
1962. A committee is inviting other groups to join 
in the sponsorship of the meetings. A series of six 
Christian communication seminars is planned to 
help students express their faith personally. 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS U.: Dr. Arthur F. Holmes of 
Wheaton College, associate professor of philosophy, 
was Inter-Varsity’s speaker during “Religion in Life 
Week.” He spoke on, “Is Religion for the Modern 
Mind?” 

U. OF CALIFORNIA (Davis): Leaders in the 1vcF 
chapter, sensing a need for doctrinal instruction 
along the lines of the Inter-Varsity Basis of Faith, 
scheduled a series of lectures in February by a 
former 1vcF staff member who is now a minister in 
a nearby community. Students believe it helped 
them in their own maturity and also in making 
them more articulate in presenting the gospel to 
non-Christians. 

ROOSEVELT U. (Chicago): Several Inter-Varsity 
members attended a meeting of the campus Zionist 
Club to invite some of that group to an IVCF meet- 
ing at which a Hebrew Christian was speaking. Six 
Zionists came and provided stimulating discussion. 
There has been continued contact with them. 

WASHINGTON STATE U.: The Rev. Herbert Butt of 
Portland gave a series of five evangelistic lectures. 
He also spoke in several housing units. The chapter 
was appointed by the Campus Religious Council to 
direct the Bible study groups at the council’s annual 
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PRE-NURSING CONFERENCES 

Nurses Christian Fellowship is planning three 
conferences this summer for girls interested in 
nursing as a career. Any girl who has completed 
her junior year in high school, or above, is eli- 
gible to attend. 

NcF staff members and Christian graduate and 
student nurses will be on hand to give leadership 
and counsel. Practical sessions will deal with 
what is expected of a student nurse in her pro- 
fessional, social and spiritual life. In addition, 
the program calls for personal and group Bible 
study, devotional messages and recreation. 

Conferences are scheduled as follows (see also 
page 23 of this issue of His): 


June 23-29 Cedar Lake, Indiana 
July 7-13 Hudson House, New York 
August 14-19 Campus by the Sea, California 


His readers can help extend the outreach of 
these pre-nursing conferences by telling interested 
girls about them. Folders with details are avail- 
able from Nurses Christian Fellowship, 1519 
North Astor, Chicago 10. 


between-semester conference. 

OREGON COLLEGE OF EDUCATION (Monmouth) : 
New Bible study groups have begun in a women’s 
dorm and in a men’s dorm. Eight girls are study- 
ing Ephesians in the new group. Another group in 
the same dorm is studying the Gospel of John. One 
prayer group meets every Thursday morning be- 
fore breakfast. 

ILLINOIS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (Chicago) : 
Forty students attended a showing of the film, “Time 
and Eternity.” Those interested in learning more 
about a personal relationship with Christ attended 
a discussion the following week led by Paul Little 
on “Is Christianity Relevant?” 

BEAR TRAP RANCH FOREIGN STUDENT CONFERENCE: 
Seventy-five internationals from 25 countries came 
to the ranch for winter sports, sightseeing tours, 
and evening discussions on Christianity led by Dr. 
John Alexander. These talks were well received 
and led to vigorous personal and group discussion. 

WRIGHT JR. COLLEGE (Chicago): Last fall two 
girls met at 7:15 a.m. every Tuesday to pray for 
a witness to Christ. Now a group of 15 fellows and 
girls is meeting every other Saturday night to learn 
more about faith in the Lord Jesus. 





RAYMOND ORTLUND 


parents who care 





HIS publishes 
this address to parents 
by the pastor 
of Lake Avenue 
Congregational Church 
(Pasadena) 
as an aid to students 
who look forward 
to marriage 
and parenthood. 


YEARS AGO the Saturday Evening Post 
carried a cover divided into horizontal panels. The 
top one shows a Gibson-girl-type Mamma in an 1890 
bathroom. On the rack is a towel with dirty hand- 
marks all over it, and Mamma with a hairbrush is 
whaling the daylights out of little Johnny. Middle 
panel: a shingle-haired Mamma in a 1920 bath- 
room, dirty handmarks on the towel on the rack, 
and Mamma shaking her finger at little Johnny. 
Panel three: a contemporary Mamma in a modern 
bathroom, dirty towel above, Johnny looking bored 
as Mamma caresses him and pleads with tears in 
her eyes. 

Yet, the happy life is the disciplined life. 

When the order of the day is given, the service- 
man must follow. The musician must submit to the 
order of the composer and the conductor. The 
driver must submit to the discipline of the roads. 

And discipline is an important part of the home. 
Paul made very clear who was qualified to be a 
leader in the church: “One that ruleth well his own 
house, having his children in subjection with all 
gravity; (For if a man know not how to rule his 
own house, how shall he take care of the church of 
God?).” Paul’s reasoning here is that disobedient 
children give strong evidence that something is 
wrong in the heart of the parent. And if there is 
trouble in the parent’s heart, it shows that he is 
disqualified for official service among the people of 
God. Now I know that we cringe at these facts be- 
cause we feel that we are failures—and with good 
reason. We are so very human in the way we bring 
up our children. Nevertheless, parents who exercise 
little self-control, exercise little child control. 

Of course, there are extremes in discipline. Ephe- 
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sians 6 tells the fathers to be careful (and I think 
the word for fathers could be used in general for 
parents): “And, ye fathers, provoke not your chil- 
dren to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.” Provoke not your 
children to wrath by extreme austerity in the home. 
I am sure that every home ought to have happiness 
and joy as its basic feeling, so that the children will 
feel pleasure in coming home. They should run 
home from school because Mother and Dad have 
made an atmosphere in their home that they love. 
Over-austerity tends to make our children robots, 
forced to obey our slightest whims. Sometimes it’s 
a way a parent expresses his lust for power. 

We must be careful lest we become too austere, 
and yet careful as well, lest we fail to perform what 
we threaten. It’s easy merely to yell and wrangle 
with our children. The Book of Proverbs says that 
a wrangling woman, lifting her voice in the home, 
is like the dripping of water. You lie there and 
hear that leaky faucet—drip—drip—drip—and you 
can’t sleep and you go nearly wild. A_ yelling 
woman is like dripping water. 

The aim of discipline, of course, is mature, full- 
grown, well-adjusted Christian people. This is its 
aim, and anything that is overindulgent or too se- 
vere will fail to produce this end. In America, 
though, our problem is that we’re too soft. Some- 
one has commented that we have the most obedient 
parents in all the world. And an editor of the Kan- 
sas City Times said, “One of the first things a man 
notices about a backward country is that its chil- 
dren are still obeying their parents.” 

The Bible gives suggestions for discipline. One 
is found in Proverbs 3:11, 12: “My son, despise 
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not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary 
of his correction: For whom the Lord loveth he 
correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he 
delighteth.”” You see, God is the model of the parent 
in the way He takes care of His home (His uni- 
verse) and His children. This is the way we're to 
take care of ours. 

Young men and women, thank God if your par- 
ents discipline you. Thank God if sometimes they 
make you knuckle under and do what they say, when 
you don’t want to. “Despise not the chastening.” 
The word despise means to regard lightly. It’s no 
small thing for parents to bring orderliness to a 
home. It costs—in planning, thinking, energy. It 
costs in the spending of the parents’ emotions. Don’t 
despise it or regard it lightly. It assures you that 
they care, and you desperately need this kind of 
caring. Thank God, and obey them explicitly so 
that later on you'll be ready to obey God explicitly. 

And parents, notice the attitude of your correc- 
tion: “For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; 


even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.” 
The word delighteth means to love with enthusiasm. 
When we love with enthusiasm, we want the best 
for our children and are not afraid to be honest 
with them, to correct them, “level” with them, let 
them know that life does take order and does have 
demands. Every social situation in the home, in the 


school, demands some conformity. 

Somebody said that the average American parent 
doesn’t believe in spanking, and neither do his chil- 
dren. On the other hand, many times we spank 
because we’re tired or upset. When this happens, 


c. Ss. LEWIS 

Far be it from us to think that we have virtues 
for which God could love us. But then, how mag- 
nificently we have repented! As Bunyan says, 
describing his first and illusory conversion, “I 
thought there was no man in England that 
pleased God better than I.” Beaten out of this, 
we next offer our humility to God’s admiration. 
Surely He’ll like that? Or if not that, our clear- 
sighted and humble recognition that we still lack 
humility. Thus, depth beneath depth and subtlety 
within subtlety, there remains some lingering idea 
of our own, our very own, attractiveness. It is 
easy to acknowledge, but impossible to realize for 
long, that we are mirrors whose brightness, if we 
are bright, is wholly derived from the sun that 
shines upon us. — The Four Loves (Harcourt, 


Brace and World) 


we're taking out on our children what is not right. 
fully theirs. Churchill said, “The test of real char. 
acter is what a man does when he is tired.” 

Parents, I’m sure that all of us could well take 
upon ourselves the discipline of the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ in the way that we talk and care for 
those we love. Isn’t it strange that although we love 
most those who are in our home, the veneer is off 
there, and we seem to act the worst? And we seek 
to be the most charming when we meet people whom 
well probably never see again. How we need to 
realize that our family deserves our best behavior, 
our finest attitudes, our most uplifting conversations, 
our most gracious manners. And into this kind of 
scene, prayer fits very well, and the reading of the 
Word together is natural and appropriate. 

And then another type of discipline is sorely 
needed today in the Christian home. It is the dis. 
cipline of simplicity and solitude. I can’t think of 
anything that our children, and we ourselves, need 
more than a home which is a retreat—a home that 
is separate and orderly. Mothers know that we need 
homes that are orderly (and they need our help to 
make them that way, too). But our telephones and 
newspapers and Tv’s have become ominous play- 
things, like toy tigers that are about to devour us. 

The home used to be a place where a man could 
retreat and find quietness. A man’s home was his 
castle. As they said in England, “Not even the king 
can come in without knocking.” But other things 
have come in, and they haven’t knocked. 

Are we filling our homes with cheapness, with 
low-grade sights and sounds? How we need to re- 
capture the ways of quietness, the ways of orderli- 
ness in the home. God is a God of order, and when 
He is in control, things are not in confusion. We 
need to capture solitude and simplicity so that we 
can go home from the world’s busyness and its de- 
mands, close the door, and shut it all out. The 
blessedness of spiritual aloneness, and of spiritual 
family togetherness, with no rude intrusions: this 
is God’s will for us. 

What about your home? Is there confusion? God 
is not the author of this. God, by His grace, seeks 
to enter into our homes that there might be love, 
discipline, quietness and order. He says: “Behold, 
I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him.” 
Invite Him in, in a reconsecration of your home to 
His presence and rulership, His discipline, His 
Spirit. END 
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GOD MET ME AT URBANA 


THE ’57 Urbana Missionary Conven- 
tion was one of the most important weeks of my 
life, and one of the most miserable. To begin with, 
I lost my voice, a catastrophe for me. I was forced 
to do a lot of listening, and I didn’t like what I 
heard. It made me worried, uncomfortable, then 
miserable. 

I was moved by Dr. Toyotome’s stories of Japa- 
nese students who were living for Christ at great 
sacrifice. But by the end of the second day I knew 
that two things were wrong. First, I was unrecon- 
ciled with fellow Christians. Campus politics con- 
sumed my time, but I managed to “squeeze in” the 
Inter-Varsity exec. I felt misunderstood by the 1v 
kids, but I, on the other hand, looked down on them 
for not being involved on the campus. (I thought 
I was practicing “friendship evangelism,” which I 
later realized was mostly friendship, with little evan- 
gelism.) I knew it was a fearful thing to allow bar- 
riers to continue with brothers in Christ, but I was 
rebellious—it was their fault. 

Second, I found that I wouldn’t give the control 
of my political activities to my Lord. I had always 
prayed that He would bless them, and make me a 
good witness, and that I would do His will. But I 
faced the fact at Urbana that I didn’t mean it—not 
if it meant getting out of politics. I wouldn’t pray 
“Thy will be done” with that as a possibility. 

And then, abruptly, I discovered a third fortress 
which was unsurrendered. I wasn’t willing even to 
pray about going to the mission field. It was quite 
a shock, but there it was. I won’t pray. I don’t 
care what Toyotome or Barnhouse or anyone else 
says. I’m not considering missions for me. 
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For two days I carried those three millstones, 
and didn’t have a moment’s peace. They were al- 
ways in the back or the front of my mind. One 
afternoon | told a friend from Stanford about it, 
and in his loving way he said, “But Tom, you know 
what you’ve got to do.” And I wouldn’t do it. 

The conclusion was so matter-of-fact. The last 
night, before Billy Graham spoke, we sang “To God 
be the glory.” We came to the familiar line, “The 
vilest offender who truly believes, that moment 
from Jesus a pardon receives.” My heart said very 
plainly, “You know that’s true.” I stopped sing- 
ing, and by the time the hymn was finished I was 
through praying. 

The consequences—perhaps not what you'd ex- 
pect. After a month of praying I was sure that God 
wanted me to stay in politics. I didn’t feel the Lord 
leading me to the mission field, though I’m still 
praying about it. Reconciliation in the 1v group 
was natural and unemotional. 

Yet some things were very different. Late one 
night a conversation with a fraternity man resulted 
in his accepting Christ. A year later he was presi- 
dent of the group. I started a Bible study with a 
few guys in the dorm (I’d been too busy the first 
semester), and it was exciting and rewarding. All 
sorts of opportunities to witness seemed to pop up 
right through to graduation. I reconsidered my de- 
cision about a seminary, and wound up in a differ- 
ent one than I had planned on attending. 

The big difference, though, was inside me. I was 
at peace with God in a new way. I wanted to share 
Jesus Christ, and the peace I had through Him. 

—Tom Stark 
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EDITORIAL 
(Continued from inside back cover) 
along was a home shattered by recent death. In my 
heart, too, temptation pressed, and sin struck its 
deceitful blows. I could not stand apart, as if un- 
touched by the Christian sins of thanklessness and 
pride. 
In Christ I had contentment, yet that honest hymn 

still spoke: 

And none, O Lord, have perfect rest, 

For none are wholly free from sin; 

And they who fain would serve Thee best 

Are conscious most of wrong within. 


The ambivalence of the day turned my thoughts 
toward that future spring—the Great Spring—when 
our Lord will return with moral beauty for His own 
and new color for His world. 

We need Him. His coming will bring the spring 
of timeless perfection. END 


THE CHRISTIAN NOVELIST'S DILEMMA 
(Continued from page 10) 


ically coming to grips with communism? 
THE BURDEN OF THE PRUDISH 


But not only is the Christian novelist limited in 
his selection of material; he is forced to handle 
even properly selected material in a prudish, un- 
realistic manner. And yet we are living in a real- 
istic age, an age that is as earthy and frank in its 
diction as was the age of Shakespeare. And that was 
the age also of the King James Version of the Bible, 
published in the same year (1611) as Shakespeare’s 
last play, The Tempest. And the same earthy Anglo- 
Saxon words provided the translation from the 
earthy, realistic Hebrew text. 

Here again, if the Bible is to be our standard, 
the modern Christian prophet should be able to call 
a spade a shovel as well as his ancient prototypes. 

Why should “the prophetic voice in modern fic- 
tion” (as William R. Mueller suggests in his recent 
book under that title) be largely heard in writers 
that are non-Christian? It has not always been so. 
There have been great Christian voices in fiction: 
Dostoevski, Merezhkovski, Sienkiewicz. 

Is the evangelical tradition so artistically anemic 
that it can produce nothing full-blooded, full-bodied? 
Must the great writers of our time be intellectual 
rebels? Can the Great Acquiescence produce noth- 
ing worthy of our time, no mighty expression of our 
Faith’s triumphant, transforming power? 
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Most of the so-called “Christian” novels are artis. 
tically reprehensible, however proper their morality 
or message. Often their characters are paper pup- 
pets, mouthpieces for the author’s pious propa. 
ganda. They have nothing of the vitality we seek 
in fiction that is genuine. They are cut to fit the 
moral, which is often as obvious as the message of 
Edgar Guest’s verse. There is no subtlety in the 
handling, no sense of irony. The dialogue reads like 
written, not spoken English. There is little of idiom 
or idiosyncrasy to identify one person from another, 
They all speak the speech of their author. No real 
understanding of all sorts and conditions of men 
exists, no all-embracing, Christlike compassion. 

Is it any wonder that these artificial representa- 
tions of life say nothing to those outside the fold, 
and very little to those of education and intelligence 
within it? 

And finally. this papier-mache world of romantic 
illusion, often so far removed from the real world, 
or so pale a representation of it as to be unrecog. 
nizable, is frequently conveyed in a style so shabby, 
so literal, and so careless as to disgrace the Faith 
the author would proclaim. 

Hemingway is said to have gone over the manu- 
script of The Old Man and the Sea 80 times. Some 
of the religious novels of our time, by comparison 
stylistically, resemble the first draft of a college 
composition. There is no sense of the poetic, no 
attempt to create the rhythms of effective prose, to 
shape the imagery that lifts the mind from the dull 
commonplace, that rising from sullen earth sings 
hymns at heaven’s gate. 

One novelist at least in our time has done the 
thing beautifully, and he is an Anglican, within a 
liturgical tradition. Alan Paton’s Cry, the Beloved 
Country is not only a novel dealing realistically with 
one of the most serious problems of our time, but 
it is a thing of classic beauty, poetic power and sim- 
ple grandeur. It lifts the spirit singing after the 
heart has been broken. 

No sensitive spirit can come away from reading 
such a novel untouched, unchanged. Here are the 
evil, sordidness, irony, tragedy and pathos of life. 
But here also are love and joy and peace that pass 
understanding. 

Here the Christian message is given wings. But 
here also it speaks in a voice with the sound of 
many waters, a voice that is prophetic, speaking to 
our condition and our need. END 

Reprinted from CurisTiANity Topay by permission. 
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SOME TIME ago our family vacationed 
near the Delaware River in rural Pennsylvania. 
Though we'd hoped to arrive earlier so that my wife 
(from California) might see an Eastern spring, the 
pressure of work had delayed our trip until May. 
But our surprise was great when we found the forest 
still bleak with leafless hardwoods and somber pines 
—a tardy winter’s overreach. 

Then shortly after we arrived, spring exploded on 
the hills. Never will we forget it. 

Daily we took hikes on country roads with one- 
year-old David on my back. Everywhere we saw 
God’s glory: intensely-colored bluebird, brilliant 
oriole, spring-green leaf, churning thundercloud, 
chill rain, humid perfume of life revived. 

The days called for praise to our God; all His 
works gave thanks to Him. He was opening His 
hand to satisfy the desire of every living thing, and 
sending forth the stormy winds to fulfil His com- 
mand. 

But now and then as we passed a familiar farm- 
house, a cry for redemption filled the air. One ram- 
shackle abandoned building now housed a family 
whose father drank without control. And down the 
road lived a girl thrust into marriage by her wanton 
spirit. Nearby were two families, upright and moral, 
who had chosen to live without their God. Farther 


(Continued on page 36, column 1) 
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® DARTMOUTH (N. H.): The Inter-Varsity chap- 
ter sponsored a series of evangelistic discussions in 
the dorms entitled, “Can a Thinking Man Have 
Faith?” Several men are near new life in Christ. 
After the meetings one of the officers said, “I was 
really impressed by the fact that we must present 
Christ for men to see Him, and then challenge them 
to investigate Him and His claims.” 


e DOUGLASS (N. J.): Last fall students met three 
Saturdays for workshops in leading evangelistic Bible 
studies. Four such studies began and by February there 
were two conversions. Students are praising God for 
this answer to prayer and for His giving them concern 
for one another and for their friends. 


® MIDWEST MISSIONARY CONFERENCE: Nearly 
800 students from 10 states, representing 150 col- 
leges, universities, schools of nursing and Bible in- 
stitutes, attended the third midwest regional mis- 
sionary conference Feb. 10-12. Meetings were held 
at Wheaton College. Most of the students were 
housed in local homes. Other students came for part 
of the conference, so that over 1,000 were at the 
Saturday night and Sunday morning sessions. It 
was apparent in the lives of the students that God 
spoke to them through the messages of Arthur 
Glasser and Eric Fife. 


e PITSTBURGH NCF: Nurses Christian Fellowship 
groups sent representatives to an area leadership con- 
ference. Those who had been to Campus in the Woods 
shared what they had learned there about Bible study. 
Specific situations in various schools were discussed. 
Many expressed a desire to start new Bible study groups. 
One new group is considering organizing for the pur- 
pose of facilitating Bible study outreach. 


® PORTLAND STATE: Students are praising God 
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for three weekly Bible studies, three prayer meet- 
ings and a number of spontaneous fellowship ses- | 
sions. Three of them took a Moslem from Syria to 
an international student conference. The chapter is 
supporting a student worker in the Caribbean area, 
Wayne Bragg, financially through the International 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students and in prayer. 
Several members are already planning to attend the | 
Sixth International Student Missionary Convention 
at Urbana next December. 

e OHIO U.: The IVCF chapter held its annual ban- — 
quet the night of second semester registration. More — 
than 50 attended, saw the film, ‘‘A Promise,’ and heard ~ 
a@ message by Dr. Brooks Sanders of the faculty. As a 
result some surrendered new areas of their lives to the © 
Lord. 


@ RENSSELAER (N. Y.): The chapter meets Sat- | 
urday mornings at 8 o’clock for a course in apolo- | 
getics led by Staff Member Robert Nuermberger. 7 
It has helped to strengthen their witness on campus. © 

e ST. LUKE’S HOSPITAL (St. Louis): One girl in the ~ 
freshman class has received Christ and several others © 
are close to making decisions. Twenty attended a work- 
shop on evangelism. Many of them are reaching friends _ 
with the gospel. 

® NEGRO COLLEGES (Atlanta): Extensive evan-| 
gelistic efforts are under way. Fifteen girls attended? 
a dorm discussion at Morris Brown. Many were} 
eager to find out how they could know Christ.) 
Christians have taken new initiative as a result off 
workshops on Bible study and evangelism. Interim? 
Field Director Paul Little will lead an international’ 
student discussion. He and Regional Director Bur) 
ton Harding are planning evangelistic discussions# 
in men’s dorms. 


(Continued on page 31, column 1) 








